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The Effect of the Sense of Competition and Cooperation on Job
Motivation with the Mediating Role of Job Satisfaction among Female
Official Teachers in the Primary Level of Tabadkan District in 2023-2024

Abstract

This study aimed to test the model of the effect of the sense of competition and cooperation on job motivation
with the mediating role of job satisfaction among female official teachers at the primary level in Tabadkan
district. The research is applied in purpose, descriptive-correlational in type, and employs structural equation
modeling; the data are quantitative. The study was conducted in a field setting. The research instruments
included three questionnaires: Hackman and Oldham’s Job Motivation Questionnaire, Minnesota Job
Satisfaction Questionnaire, and Ganji’s Competition and Cooperation Spirit Questionnaire. The statistical
population consisted of all female official teachers working at the primary level in Tabadkan district, Mashhad,
in the academic year 2023-2024, reported to be approximately 2,550 individuals. Based on Tabachnick and
Fidell’s formula, the minimum required sample size was 58. The final analysis was conducted on 188 properly
completed questionnaires obtained through accessible sampling. Data were analyzed using descriptive and
inferential statistics. The data distribution was found to be normal. Cronbach’s alpha coefficients were
calculated as 0.864 for job motivation, 0.846 for job satisfaction, and 0.717 for competition and cooperation.
Composite reliability and internal consistency were also confirmed. Convergent and discriminant validity
were examined and approved. Findings showed that the model relating the sense of competition and
cooperation to job motivation with the mediating role of job satisfaction among female official teachers in
Tabadkan district had good fit. Direct relationships between competition and cooperation and job satisfaction,
as well as between job satisfaction and job motivation, were confirmed because their T-statistics exceeded
1.96 and their significance levels were below 0.05. However, the direct relationship between competition and
cooperation and job motivation was rejected due to not meeting these criteria. Therefore, to increase job
motivation among teachers, the spirit of competition and cooperation has an indirect effect, while job
satisfaction has a direct effect.

Keywords: Sense of Competition and Cooperation, Job Satisfaction, Job Motivation, Teachers
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