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Abstract:

Every country always seeks to maintain and increase its national power
according to its existing resources. The collection of these resources, which
range from population and geography to culture, is considered one of the most
important strategic issues for any country.

Objective: Identity groups, especially ethnic groups, are considered one of the
most important sources of national power. In a way, Iran has always been a
land and place of residence of various ethnic groups. Therefore, the purpose of
the research is to answer the question: what capacity and weight do ethnic
groups have in the economic dimensions and national power resources of the
Islamic Republic of Iran?

Method: The statistical population of the study is seven ethnic groups:
Persians, Kurds, Lors, Azeri, Turkmen, Baluchis, and Arabs. To answer the
research question, using a mixed research method (quantitative-qualitative)
and collecting information in the field and library (secondary data), after
extracting the dimensions and indicators of national power and specifying
their coefficients (by 52 experts), the methods of "percentage or provincial
ratio" and "averaging" were used to unify the indicators.

Findings and discussion: The research findings indicate that the Persians have
allocated 49 percent of the national power in terms of economic dimensions
and resources. The Turkmen have also allocated the least weight in national
power with approximately 3 percent.

Conclusion:The main issue of this study, unlike other studies, was not to
measure the national power of one or more countries, but rather to measure the
weight of ethnic groups in the national power of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
One of the main reasons why this topic was chosen for research was that Iran
has long been a place where various ethnic groups live. For this reason, the
enemies of this border and landscape have sought to exploit it. In this research,
an attempt was made to analyze the economic dimensions and resources of
national power as one of the most important dimensions of national power.
Highlights: The main issue is that some ethnic groups, such as the Arabs, who
constitute 9 and 5 percent of national power in economic and resource
dimensions, respectively, play a more prominent role in governing the
country. For example, like the east of the country, their capacity can also be
used to secure the southwestern borders. In addition to preventing abuse by
hostile powers, these types of strategies also result in their absorption into the
system as much as possible.
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