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Abstract

Field and Aims: International sanctions, particularly those targeting financial and banking
sectors, represent a prevalent instrument for exerting political and economic pressure on
states. Beyond disrupting the monetary system of the target nation, these sanctions have
catalyzed the emergence of novel forms of economic crime. Within this context, monetary
and banking offenses -such as money laundering, financial document forgery, and illicit
currency transfer-have undergone significant qualitative and quantitative transformations as
a direct consequence of the pressures induced by sanctions. Nevertheless, the precise
impact of these sanctions on the escalation or evolution of financial crime patterns has
received scant attention in legal scholarship. The primary objective of this article is to
address this gap by examining the influence of international sanctions on monetary and
banking crimes in Iran from a criminal law perspective. Furthermore, it aims to propose
legal countermeasures to address this phenomenon. Relying on documentary and analytical
data, this research seeks to provide a realistic depiction of the criminological consequences
sanctions have imposed on the country's banking system.

Method: This research was done using descriptive analytical method.

Findings and Conclusions: The study's findings indicate that international sanctions have
contributed to a quantitative increase in monetary and banking crimes in Iran, including
money laundering, financial document forgery, and unauthorized foreign exchange
transactions. Concurrently, these sanctions have spurred the development of more
sophisticated circumvention patterns, complicating the detection and criminal prosecution
of such activities. Data analysis further reveals that the commission of these offenses has
been facilitated by several domestic factors, including weaknesses in regulatory institutions,
legislative gaps in the realm of combating economic crimes, and a lack of coordination
between judicial and financial authorities. Consequently, the sanctions have yielded not
only significant economic consequences but also extensive criminological effects. The
research concludes that essential strategies to counter the rising trend of these crimes in the
sanctions era include: strengthening anti-money laundering (AML) regulations, enhancing
supervisory mechanisms, providing specialized training for judicial personnel, and fostering
international cooperation in the exchange of financial intelligence.
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1. International sanctions

2. United Nations Charter

3. United States of America

4. European Union

5. United Nations Security Council
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1. Money laundering
2. Terrorist Financing
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