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An Analytical Study of Religious and Spiritual Allusions in the 10th
Grade Persian Textbook of Secondary High School

Abstract

Allusion is one of the most complex and multi-layered rhetorical devices.
Poets and writers employ allusion to enhance the artistic value of their
work and to adhere to the principles of brevity and conciseness, analogy
and resemblance, imaginative expression, textual strength and solidity,
sensory and visual imagery, amplification and exaggeration, clearer
meaning, stronger impact on the reader’s mind, and to create aesthetic
beauty in speech. In Iranian literature - both poetry and prose - this device
has been widely reflected. For enthusiasts, allusion serves as a bridge
between the present and the past, allowing readers to revisit their foggy
and faded memories through it.This research aims to examine various
types of allusions, especially religious and spiritual allusions, in the
content of the 10th grade Persian textbook across all educational tracks,
including humanities, experimental sciences, and mathematics and
physics. The study was conducted through content analysis and note-
taking from library sources. It also draws upon scholarly theories
concerning allusion in its examination of the 10th grade Persian textbook
used in the 2023-2024 academic year. In the next phase, the data were
identified and analyzed, and the textbook was evaluated accordingly,
followed by the writing of this research. In this study, we first explain the
concept and types of allusion, then highlight verses and expressions where
allusion is used. Ultimately, after reviewing the content of the 10th grade
Persian textbook, we concluded that poets have made greater use of verses
from the Qur'an, religious and spiritual references, and hadiths compared
to other types of allusions. This may be due to the poets’ inclination toward
expressing religious themes more than other forms of allusion.
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