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"We were the property of the state. We were the Handmaids."(Chapter 11) :) A8 <15 5il)
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"The Commander was there. He was the one who gave orders.” (Chapter 16) (Y )+ :0lea)
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"The Colonies are where women go to die." (Chapter 13) (A& ()
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"Freedom, like everything else, is a trick, a lie." (Chapter 30) (Y& :ole)
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"l must not think too much. | must not think dangerous thoughts."” (Chapter 17) (1Y« :0le)
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"Repression is the law of the land. They want us to forget what we knew." (Chapter
12) (A :pler)
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"Purity is everything. is freedom." (Chapter 23) () A :0led)
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"The Bible is the word of God, and they say we are the hands of God’s will." (Chapter 21)
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"Returning to the home is what we are meant to do, that’s our fate, our purpose." (Chapter
14)(20 :(lar)
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"We are the handmaids of the Lord, the vessels of His grace.” (Chapter 11) (VY :0lea)
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"Piety is a form of compliance, a strict and unquestioning submission." (Chapter 20) :ola)
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"Virtue means obedience, it means being quiet and still. It means no resistance.” (Chapter
13) (A1 :oler)
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"The Republic of Gilead is based on principles of divine order. There are no exceptions to
the rule." (Chapter 7) (A :0las)
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"The orders come down. We must obey, without question. There is no room for
disobedience.”" (Chapter 9)(7Y :0lea)
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"The Eyes are everywhere. They are always watching, waiting." (Chapter 14) (3¢ :(lea)
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"A new beginning, they say. The start of something holy and pure.” (Chapter 6) (¥Y :olea)
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"Sanctity is found in submission, in obedience to the will of God." (Chapter 22) :0lea)
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"Blessed be the fruit. May you be fruitful, for the Lord has willed it." (Chapter 13) (A4 :ols)
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"Return to the home, where you belong, where you are most needed." (Chapter 16) :olL.s)
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A Critical Discourse Analysis of Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's
Tale Using Norman Fairclough's Framework

Abstract

This study analyzed Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale from the perspective
of Norman Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) at three levels:
description, interpretation, and explanation. At the description level, the linguistic
and structural features of the novel were examined. At the interpretation level, the
power discourses constructed in the novel were analyzed, revealing how
language was employed to represent power relations and oppression. Finally, at the
explanation level, the processes of reproducing and challenging power hegemony
through  language were  elucidated. The findings indicated that  Atwood
consciously employed these discursive mechanisms to expose power structures.
This study highlighted the significance of critical discourse analysis in interpreting

literary texts as reflections of power dynamics in society.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Ideology, Norman Fairclough, Power

Discourse, The Handmaid’s Tale.
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