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Abstract

The role and responsibilities of universities in society evolve in response to social, economic, and cultural needs
and challenges. As educational and research institutions, universities are responsible for imparting knowledge and
skills to students, playing a crucial role in preparing individuals to take effective roles in society. In this context,
the field of architecture holds particular significance due to its direct impact on human living environments and
the spatial quality of communities. Teaching activism in architectural design to students in this field goes beyond
technical and design skills; it equips them with the ability to identify and analyze social and cultural issues in their
surroundings and to propose innovative and practical solutions for improving existing conditions.This research
aims to identify and categorize the influential factors in the foundational education of activism in architectural
design by conducting a systematic review of the literature, thereby providing a suitable framework for enhancing
the knowledge and skills of students. This qualitative study employs an inductive content analysis technique and
utilizes ATLAS.ti software. Initially, relevant articles published in reputable scientific journals were extracted,
followed by the identification of themes related to teaching activism in architectural design.The results of the study
indicate that descriptive, content analysis, and survey methods have been the most commonly used approaches in
this field of research. Additionally, significant challenges exist, including a lack of appropriate educational
infrastructure, the imposition of individual ideologies by instructors, and the neglect of practical perspectives.
Furthermore, all identified factors related to activism education in architecture (40 factors) can be categorized into
four key components: individual factors, educational infrastructure, social phenomena and educational system.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Activism refers to the activities of individuals
or groups aimed at creating social, economic,
political, environmental, and cultural changes.
This concept is closely related to social
movements, resistance, advocacy, and protest
(Eilert & Nappier Cherup, 2020). In this
context, activism in design is defined as a
conscious or unconscious act of design
thinking, imagination, and action employed to
bring about positive social, environmental, and
economic changes (Fuad-Luke, 2009).
Teaching activism as an innovative approach in
the education of architects can enhance critical
thinking and creativity among students (Dunne
& Raby, 2013)This approach empowers
students not only to accept existing conditions
but also to challenge these situations and seek
innovative solutions.The aim of this research is
to identify and categorize the factors
influencing activism in architectural design
education. Based on this study and other related
research, future curricula can be updated to
familiarize students with these concepts while
they engage in architectural design courses,
enabling them to actively and effectively
participate  in  addressing social and
environmental issues. Given the current
challenges and the increasing need for
sustainable and socially-oriented approaches, it
is essential to seriously incorporate this
perspective into architectural education and
professional programs.Thus far, the existing
studies have not given adequate attention to
identifying and scientifically categorizing the
influential factors of activism in architectural
design education. Each of the conducted studies
has touched upon different aspects of this
approach, yet none have systematically
reviewed the topic or provided a comprehensive
picture of its various dimensions. A systematic
review allows researchers, educators, and
students to follow a coherent summary of the
studies conducted in this area and become
acquainted with the challenges, shortcomings,
and areas for improvement within this field.
This research seeks to address the following
questions: What are the factors influencing
activism in the architectural design education
process? What are the most commonly used
research methods in this domain?

Methodology

This research is a qualitative study that employs
an inductive content analysis technique and
utilizes ATLAS.ti software. The study aims to
examine research methods and identify
influential factors in teaching activism in
architectural design by conducting a thorough
analysis of the existing resources in this field.
This process includes a systematic review of
articles, books, theses, and other relevant
studies that have utilized diverse methods and
perspectives to  explore the topic.The
methodology involved first gathering relevant
sources, followed by a careful reading and
evaluation of each source. In this evaluation,
strengths, methodologies employed, and key
findings were analyzed to achieve a
comprehensive understanding of the research
background and conventional methods. Various
research approaches related to architectural
design education and activism have been
considered in this study. The selection of
sources was conducted in a manner that reflects
a diversity of methods and study areas.This
includes qualitative and quantitative methods,
content analysis of studies, and comparative
examination of resources. One of the key stages
of this process was the classification and
categorization of the research methods used in
the sources, which facilitated the identification
of common trends and existing gaps in this area.
These investigations were conducted to answer
the research questions, including: What are the
influential factors in teaching activism in
architectural design? Have the employed
methods been able to adequately address the
research questions? What patterns and
methodologies can be applied for the
development of future research in this domain?
Ultimately, this analysis can serve as a guide for
selecting appropriate research methods and
designing effective studies in this field.

Results and Discussion

The aim of this analysis is to assess some of the
key metrics of the references, such as the
number of articles published each year, the
frequency of specific research methods used,
and the focus on different domains in the
research. This analysis can significantly assist
in selecting appropriate research methods for
future studies. Additionally, the volume of
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references related to various aspects of the
research will be examined. As shown, a large
number of references are dedicated to topics
related to architectural design education and
architectural design . This review can help
researchers choose appropriate research
methods for future studies. Descriptive
methods, content analysis, and surveys are the
most commonly used methods in similar
research.The main objective of this section is to
identify the factors influencing activism in
architectural design education from the
perspectives of various researchers. Each
researcher has focused on one or more specific
factors, and the collective viewpoints of these
researchers can be considered a valuable
resource for future studies.

Conclusion

In this study, a significant number of sources
from published articles, books, and theses, both
domestic and international, were evaluated. The
results indicate that, concerning the methods
employed in the discourse of activism and
architectural design education, descriptive
methods, content analysis, surveys, historical
analysis, and correlational methods have been
the most commonly utilized approaches.There
are considerable shortcomings in the field of
activism in architectural design education.
Based on the findings, challenges such as a lack
of educational infrastructure, the imposition of
individual ideologies, individualistic teaching
methods, difficulties in transitioning from
traditional to modern educational practices, and
the neglect of practical viewpoints and methods
have been identified as some of the primary
obstacles and deficiencies in the realm of
architectural activism. Following the systematic
review, 140 articles from reputable journals
were analyzed using content analysis
techniques and ATLAS.ti software. From this
analysis, 40 factors were identified as key
elements influencing activism in architectural
design, categorized into four main groups:
individual  factors, educational systems,
educational infrastructure, and environmental
phenomena.ldentifying these factors can serve
as a valuable tool for developing architectural
design education programs with an activist
perspective. The results of this research can
significantly assist universities and educational
institutions in updating and enhancing their
curricula and teaching methodologies.
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