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Abstract

The Parthian Empire was one of the most important dynasties of ancient Iran, which had a great influence
on the ancient world; therefore, the coins of this government are considered as one of the main sources of
study for this period. Initially, the Parthians used Greek elements on their coins, which can be seen in the
designs, inscriptions, and clothing of the kings on the coins. In 140 BC, which was the peak of Parthian
rule, Mesopotamia came under their control and the western Iranian local kingdoms were under their
influence; one of these local kingdoms was Characene. Due to the influence of the Parthians, Characene
local kingdom, also, changed its coins from Greek to Iranian in shape and style, and the Parthian
influence on the coins of Characene was visible from the mid-2" century (Mehrdad 142/3 BC), with
changes in the upper body, hairstyle, and type of hat of the Characene kings. And there were four of them.

In this paper, we seek to find an answer to the question that when the process of Iranian elements
influencing Parthian coins, followed by Characene coins, began. This paper is written using a descriptive
analytical method.

Key Words: Parthian, Iranian Elements, Greek Elements, Characene, Numismatics.



