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Figure 1. Pictures of the current situation of Qaysarich Bazaar in Isfahan (Source: Authors)
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Figure 2. Geographical location and available access to the Isfahan Grand Bazaar (Qaysarieh) site (Source: Authors)
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Table 2. Ranking of components of the readability index based on the questionnaire (Source: Authors)
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Continue of Table 2. Ranking of components of the readability index based on the questionnaire (Source: Authors)
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Figure 3. Analysis of the most frequent responses to the readability index (Source: Authors)
UMJ‘)S‘ ‘) M‘ u.:l.w.}‘ JJ‘};@ 4u_~.: 3o 0).15 L (SO Lgl.bl.as s;.b:) B3 m‘ PL‘) -y
Sbylas o SO,U bl colod a5 0l laiss 4 b s5loy98 a0 5L ale 51 eges slalad o 5 503 Al o 28 Col
by Slg oo 901,650 5 e gla e jloolaiwloasS lg, 1y o)l (S oS Jol Jlez 4y (5,0l 3l slo s 4y s oS 0ys

S Sl | Sl ulart o e 3 9w (Al 3B1) LaS s dsete 1) Ll Sude 428 Wl e oS

S3ls plp 50 pglie glas Sl il s Sl g Koy (7 (P1b 1055 4 Wb (oogee slalad il ol ! (A
3 ol 55 plin 5 ST llas aler ookt g puasl  cslalih, IS b (ol i | S0 il o318 g
slrabsos aile ol glaliss )b oS o a8 Ui IS tas]  alols (prizan 0,05 olyen 4y |y il Gl il53l 5 o nlisl
o s o508 St o a3l (s & b oo bl 5 s3b (514055 & b et plabie 5 ol sile s o ol
Syl e ye Lol aisS ol 5 (o3 el sl glas o il
sl ansly alols S0,

aib gleS 4 Wb seges sbalad )b el l oyl (o
Lol gy slwl Jolds cnl aiS B9 lagy] o jpam | ol 3las 0 cleiSy 5 by slayg 5l ealiiwl il (6519 5 98 (&




1 el g ly gladilgo 4y az g 13) el x3ls ;g
WIS g0 SaS e 9y B 2 Sgee 4 S &L (b
gbion )b slad o celata Jalss 5 (S Bl Eel asdy
Py e 4 2l o Al (gl o2 5 Ly o a5 aoms ol
355 a4y el cnl S SaS T emlo, (talidl 5 ol o
A S oozl ols, ildl 5 5k coolazil gyl 4 Wl o
P @ azgi b aad Ik s (S35 p S5e belse Jloy
Toly 5 By (b &5 wasoe Gl (S aw Sl Sl Sl
o)1 GBS a3l 4125 ) gl 3l o i 5 b e

)03 slle aad@s o 3lasans (530 (000 sans

Sy S oo i L 4y |, 53l aF el _elazal slaculles
b S e S8 elaml oL ay ages slaliad s sl
lgE e S e w3 1, LS sl ki) s el a8 lalias

WS S eliol gl s, talS 4

Sl )yl 8,509, b bawmo CadnS 1 g0 slaadlgo Judxs
5 tliBee sl (o) o (50 (S pogas 50 5,00 4 L
aioy oyl j0 gl o5lop co s@dam By 5l sl g Llg> e
slalad g plie ) s (SW5m p S5 glo)lae olwlil 4

(OB, 55 35 Le) dnlicen y wboly Coiel Lt olo adlge oo a5, ¥ Joux
Table 3. Ranking of security index components based on the questionnaire (Source: Authors)
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Continue of Table 2. Ranking of components of the readability index based on the questionnaire (Source: Authors)
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Abstract

Urban vitality is a multidimensional concept that encompasses environmental qualities, spatial features, and the satisfaction

individuals derive from interacting with the city. It represents the degree to which urban environments stimulate social
interaction, cultural expression, economic activity, and a sense of belonging. Within urban studies, vitality has become an
essential indicator of sustainable and livable cities, reflecting the capacity of spaces to support both personal well-being and
coftective urban life. Traditional bazaars, as historical public spaces, hold a unique role in shaping urban vitality. Beyond
th:ir commercial functions, they are embedded with cultural, architectural, and social values, serving as long-standing centers
of exchange, communication, and cohesion. These qualities make them important arenas for investigating the relationship
between the physical environment and perceptions of vibrancy. Isfahan’s Qeysarie Bazaar, one of the most significant bazaars
in Iran, provides a prime example. With its Safavid-era architecture and central location, the bazaar demonstrates how spatial
design, circulation, and atmosphere influence how people experience vitality and perceive urban liveliness on a daily basis,
especially during peak social and commercial hours. The objective of this research is to identify and prioritize the physical
faciois that most strongly affect urban vitality in Qeysarie Bazaar, using Landry’s creative city framework. This theoretical
perspective emphasizes how physical and design qualities can foster inclusiveness, creativity, and liveliness in urban spaces.
It also provides a useful lens for assessing how historic environments can adapt to modern needs while preserving their
cultural significance. A quantitative method was adopted, based on a structured questionnaire with a five-point Likert scale.
Respondents included bazaar users, whose subjective assessments of spatial clarity, accessibility, safety, and environmental
qualities were collected. Data were analyzed through SPSS software to determine significant relationships between physical
attributes and perceived vitality. The systematic approach ensured both reliability and validity, while allowing patterns of
perception to emerge across different groups of users, including both residents and visitors from surrounding areas. The
findings highlight two dominant indicators: legibility and perceived safety. Legibility refers to clarity and coherence in the
spatial layout, ease of orientation, and navigability, all of which reduce confusion and enhance user comfort. Perceived safety
relates both to environmental conditions, such as lighting and visibility, and to social dimensions, including surveillance
and the presence of others, which together create a secure atmosphere. These factors directly encourage people to remain in

the bazaar, engage with others, participate in cultural and commercial activities, and perceive the space as lively and inviting.
Accordingly, enhancing vitality in historic bazaars depends largely on improving these dimensions. Attention to legibility
through coherent design and clear circulation patterns, along with measures that strengthen safety and the sense of security,
can significantly reinforce vibrancy. Within Landry’s framework, these findings highlight the central role of physical design
in fostering dynamic, inclusive, and resilient urban environments. Ultimately, Qeysarie Bazaar illustrates how heritage
spaces can remain relevant and vibrant in contemporary urban life by combining cultural identity with spatial qualities that
encourage vitality, sustain meaningful human interaction, and support broader urban well-being.
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