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Abstract

The role of the family in shaping and enhancing children’s social interactions—
particularly during early developmental years—is of fundamental importance. In
this context, the application of contemporary educational models, such as the
Montessori method, in the design of learning environments can serve as an
effective tool for deepening these interactions. This study aims to
reconceptualize the role of the family in nurturing children’s social skills within
educational environments grounded in Montessori principles. Employing a
descriptive-analytical approach and qualitative strategy, the research explores
the interplay between family involvement and educational environments
designed based on Montessori principles. Data were collected through library
research, document analysis, and content analysis of theoretical sources related
to child developmental psychology, educational design, and the Montessori
approach. Findings reveal that active family engagement, alongside purposefully
designed environments emphasizing self-direction, freedom of choice, and
experiential learning, fosters stable and meaningful social interactions among
children. Furthermore, the alignment of physical space with children's
developmental needs enhances both individual autonomy and social-
communication skills. Therefore, Montessori-based educational environments,
when complemented by effective family involvement, provide a conducive
setting for cultivating children's social interactions. This synergy between
environmental and familial factors not only contributes to children's social
development but also promotes educational quality, a sense of responsibility,
and greater participation in group dynamics. Accordingly, aligning the
educational role of families with the design of learning environments emerges as
a strategic pathway toward holistic child development.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In today’s rapidly transforming world, where social changes occur at an unprecedented pace, empowering
children in the realm of social interaction has become a fundamental concern of educational institutions.
Among these, the family—as the primary agent of socialization—plays a central role in shaping the child’s
emotional, communicative, and social foundations. Parenting styles, the behavioral structure of the family, and
the extent of psychological and cognitive support are considered key factors in the child’s social development.
Once the child enters the educational setting, the need for a meaningful connection between familial social
experiences and formal learning structures becomes evident. Without such a connection, behavioral disruptions
and hindrances in social development may emerge. In this context, the Montessori educational model, with its
emphasis on self-motivation, freedom of choice, and alignment with the child’s natural developmental rhythm,
offers an effective framework for the indirect cultivation of social skills. This approach considers education as a
socially oriented process and, through the integration of spatial and interactive elements, reflects the role of the
family in the design of educational environments. Given the cultural fabric of societies such as Iran, where the
family continues to play a significant role in child-rearing, exploring how this role materializes in the design of
educational spaces becomes especially critical. Anchored in this perspective, the present study seeks to revisit
the role of the family in nurturing children’s social interactions within the context of educational environments
inspired by the Montessori model—an endeavor that ultimately contributes to the enhancement of social capital
in future generations.

Methodology

The research methodology of this study is based on a descriptive-analytical approach within a qualitative
strategy framework. The primary objective is to reinterpret the role of the family in fostering children’s social
interactions within educational environments inspired by the Montessori model. Data were collected through
library research, documentary sources, and specialized content analysis, encompassing a wide range of subjects
such as child developmental psychology, educational theories, principles of educational space design, and core
concepts of the Montessori approach. The central focus lies in analyzing the synergy between environmental
factors and the family's role in strengthening children’s social skills. Aiming to formulate a theoretical and
practical model, the study seeks to shed light on the multifaceted yet indirect influence of the family within the
physical and interactive structures of educational spaces—spaces that, by reinforcing a sense of belonging,
responsibility, and independence, can contribute to children’s social advancement and personal growth.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this study indicate that the design of child-centered educational environments—particularly
within the Montessori framework—has a significant impact on enhancing children's social skills, self-
awareness, and sense of belonging. Flexible and scalable layouts, natural colors, and furniture tailored to
children's physical and psychological needs foster freedom of choice, responsibility, and social interaction. The
analysis reveals that the integration of elements such as spatial order, freedom of movement, and sensory
stimulation is directly associated with children's social development and contributes to improving the quality of
their presence and active participation in educational settings. In this regard, the alignment between
environmental design and educational principles can serve as an effective interactive system in shaping a
balanced and responsible social personality in children. The role of the family in strengthening the process of
cooperative learning is also clearly reflected in the study. Parental involvement in educational programs,
interactions with teachers, and participation in group activities help strengthen the connection between home
and school and directly influence the formation of positive behavioral patterns in children. In this context, the
alignment of spatial design with pedagogical principles becomes effective when the physical environment
supports educational goals and provides opportunities for free experience, social interaction, and freedom of
movement. Based on the obtained results, it is recommended that the design and revision of educational spaces
integrate Montessori principles with local cultural contexts, and that educational programs for parents be
developed to enhance their active participation in the child's learning process. Moreover, establishing
continuous channels of communication between home and school—through workshops and shared spaces—can
enrich the teaching-learning process, and future research may empirically examine the impact of such
partnerships in Montessori-based educational environments.
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