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Abstract

The emergence of the Metaverse as a novel generation of virtual spaces has
brought about unprecedented opportunities and challenges in the realm of religious
governance for propagation purposes. The Metaverse, with unique features such as
interactivity, inclusiveness, immersion, and the ability to form virtual communities,
introduces innovative capacities for religious engagement. This virtual
environment enables users to experience religious rituals, such as virtual
pilgrimages, participate in online ceremonies, and even engage with interactive
educational programs tailored to their spiritual needs. Institutions now stand
capable of developing virtual spaces such as temples, mosques, and churches
within the Metaverse to attract a global and technologically adaptive audience.

Nevertheless, leveraging such opportunities comes with significant challenges.
Among these are ethical and legal concerns, data privacy, inequitable technological
access, insufficient digital literacy among religious advocates, and the vulnerability
of religious content to manipulation or extremism. Generational gaps between
traditional methods and rapidly evolving preferences of younger generations, such
as Generation Z and Millennials, further complicate efforts in crafting effective
digital strategies for propagation.

By adopting a forward-looking perspective with the application of futures
studies tools, this research presents a comprehensive examination of trends,
drivers, opportunities, and challenges presented by the Metaverse in religious
propagation. It highlights strategies such as equipping preachers with digital
literacy, advocating for media justice, producing authentic religious content with
immersive media tools, and aligning religious narratives with preferences of the
digital generation. Future-oriented policies centered on creativity, adaptability, and
strategic implementation are emphasized to address current dilemmas.

The outcomes of this study serve as a roadmap for policymakers and religious
advocates. By harnessing the unprecedented capabilities of the Metaverse,
addressing prevailing challenges proactively, and aligning traditional religious
propagation methods with digital innovations, this research aims to amplify the
global effectiveness and appeal of religious messaging in the digital age.
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