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Abstract

Given its sensitive and influential nature, the auditing profession consistently demands the
maintenance and reinforcement of public credibility and trust. Such credibility depends on
auditors’ intellectual commitment to, and practical observance of, ethical and professional
standards. Within this framework, pragmatic thinking (defined as a practical and results-
focused mindset) can contribute meaningfully to strengthening auditors' professionalism. This
study aims to investigate the influence of pragmatic thinking on auditors’ professionalism.
The research is applied in purpose and follows a descriptive-survey approach for data
collection. Data were obtained through standardized questionnaires.

The statistical population of this study comprises all auditors employed by the Audit
Organization and private sector audit firms during the year 1403 (2024-2025). The findings
show that pragmatic thinking has a positive and statistically significant effect on auditors'
professionalism. In addition to contributing to the theoretical foundation of the field, the study
offers practical recommendations for professional bodies and policymakers to apply
pragmatic principles in shaping the future direction of the auditing profession.

Keywords: Pragmatic thinking, ethical principles, pragmatic approach, auditor
professionalism.
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Background and purpose: Given its sensitive and influential nature, the auditing profession
consistently demands the maintenance and reinforcement of public credibility and trust. Such
credibility depends on auditors’ intellectual commitment to, and practical observance of,
ethical and professional standards. Within this framework, pragmatic thinking (defined as a
practical and results-focused mindset) can contribute meaningfully to strengthening auditors'
professionalism. This study aims to investigate the influence of pragmatic thinking on
auditors’ professionalism.

Methodology: The research is applied in purpose and follows a descriptive-survey approach for data
collection. Data were obtained through standardized questionnaires. The statistical population of this
study comprises all auditors employed by the Audit Organization and private sector audit firms during
the year 1403 (2024-2025). Cochran’s formula for an unlimited population was used to determine the
sample size, yielding a total of 395 participants. The pragmatic thinking questionnaire was adapted
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from the instrument developed by Facione (1990), while the professionalism questionnaire was based
on the tool introduced by Heyrani et al. (2016).

Research Findings: Research Hypothesis Testing: The results for the first hypothesis indicate that
the path coefficient for the effect of pragmatic thinking on auditors' professionalism is 0.668, with a t-
statistic of 40.268, well above the critical threshold of 1.96. Based on the factor loading, a one-unit
increase in pragmatic thinking leads to a 68.8% improvement in auditors' professionalism. Therefore,
the research hypothesis is supported.

Research Hypothesis Testing: The results for the first hypothesis indicate that the path
coefficient reflecting the effect of pragmatic thinking on auditors’ professionalism is 0.668,
with a t-statistic of 40.268, well above the critical threshold of 1.96. Based on the factor
loading, a one-unit increase in pragmatic thinking corresponds to a 68.8% improvement in
auditors' professionalism. Therefore, the research hypothesis is supported.

Research Findings: The results of this study align with previous research, including that of
Akbar and Kontadi (2024), which identified professionalism and ethical conduct as critical
factors in improving audit judgment. The key distinction of the present study lies in its focus
on pragmatic thinking as a novel approach to strengthening professionalism. The findings are
also consistent with Rashid et al. (2023), which stressed the importance of reinforcing
professional courage and legitimacy in auditing. Pragmatic thinking, by improving problem-
solving and decision-making capabilities, may contribute to enhanced professional courage
and legitimacy. Likewise, the results correspond with studies by Bentley et al. (2020) and Wu
et al. (2020), which examined the role of critical thinking in enhancing managerial decision-
making and the quality of financial disclosure. However, this study introduces pragmatic
thinking as a complementary construct to critical thinking, one that supports action-oriented
behavior and adaptability, thereby contributing to improved auditor performance.

The results are also consistent with Wolf et al. (2019), which emphasized the importance of
integrating analytical and intuitive thinking in professional judgment. Pragmatic thinking,
through its emphasis on balancing theory with practice, enables auditors to more effectively
apply both analytical and intuitive reasoning. Based on the study's findings, it is
recommended that the Audit Organization, the lIranian Association of Certified Public
Accountants, and other professional institutions develop training and development programs
aimed at cultivating pragmatic thinking among auditors. Such programs may include practical
workshops, case-based learning, and simulations that promote flexible and solution-oriented
problem-solving. Furthermore, it is advised that professional policymakers formulate
standards and guidelines that explicitly recognize the role of pragmatic thinking within the
auditing process.

For future research, it is recommended to investigate the impact of pragmatic thinking on
other dimensions of professionalism, including professional ethics, independence, and
auditors’ social responsibility. Conducting comparative studies across diverse cultural and
economic contexts may also offer a more comprehensive understanding of the role of
pragmatic thinking in international auditing.
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