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Abstract:

The Islamic Republic, over the past four decades, has sought to
transform its desired ideology into a hegemonic ideology within
society and institutionalize it in the public consciousness through
hegemonic tools. However, the advent of new political communi-
cation—or in other words, modern media—has ushered our society
into a new era. Identity transformations, lifestyle changes, and re-
cent protest movements exemplify the impact of new political com-
munication on the sociopolitical system. Accordingly, it appears
that the proliferation of these communication tools will increasing-
ly challenge the continuity of the Islamic Republic’s ideological
hegemony. This article seeks to answer the question: What impact
does the emergence and expansion of new political communication
have on the ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic? The
hypothesis posits that new political communication disrupts the
government’s media monopoly, creates platforms for marginalized
and dissenting voices, and strengthens opposition currents, there-
by complicating the continuity of the Islamic Republic’s ideolog-
ical hegemony. This survey-based study demonstrates that among
various factors, increased consumption of domestic media—par-
ticularly trust in such media—has a positive and direct effect on
aligning society with the Islamic Republic’s ideological hegemony.
Conversely, greater reliance on foreign modern media and trust in
them, as one factor among others, may contribute to weakening
public belief in the Islamic Republic’s ideological hegemony.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Following the victory of the Islamic Revolution and the establishment of the
Islamic Republic, the regime has maintained its ideological hegemony within
the sociopolitical fabric of society for over four decades, albeit with inter-
mittent fluctuations. This ideological hegemony is underpinned by a set of
institutionalized mechanisms and discursive practices that the regime has en-
trenched through its hegemonic institutions and state apparatuses. However,
with the advent of globalization and the expansion of new political commu-
nication technologies and networks, the regime’s monopolistic control over
information flows has been increasingly contested. The significant sociocul-
tural transformations observed within Iranian society reflect the emergent role
of novel political communication channels and their capacity to disrupt and
challenge the regime’s ideological dominance. Accordingly, this study seeks to
address the following research question: What impact does the emergence and
diffusion of new political communication modalities have on the ideological
hegemony of the Islamic Republic

In response, the hypothesis has been posited that new political communication,
by disrupting the state’s media monopoly, providing a platform for diverse
and marginalized voices, and empowering oppositional currents, poses signif-
icant challenges to the ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic. In this
context, the following subsidiary hypotheses have been formulated for this
research:

1-The greater the consumption of foreign new media, the lower the individu-
als” adherence to the ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic.
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2-The higher the level of trust in foreign new media, the lower the individuals’
adherence to the ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic.
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3-The greater the consumption of domestic media, the higher the individuals’
adherence to the ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic.

4-The higher the level of trust in domestic media, the higher the individuals’
adherence to the ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic.

Literature Review

In this article, the relevant literature is categorized into three domains: the im-
pact of new media on lifestyle, its influence on culture and political power in
Iran, and related international studies. A selection of works that can be consid-
ered as the antecedents of this research is introduced, revealing that the afore-
mentioned studies have confirmed a direct relationship between the extent of
new media consumption and variables such as lifestyle, religious beliefs, and
political culture. However, the specific impact of these novel communication



tools on the ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic-which itself falls with-
in the domain of culture and political power-has not been examined as an indepen-
dent subject in any of the reviewed literature.

Foundations of the Ideological Hegemony of the Islamic Republic

The ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic is grounded in five fundamen-
tal principles:

Maximalist Conception of Religion: This perspective posits that Islam compre-
hensively addresses all human needs and dimensions of life. The maximalist view
of religion is exemplified by Article 4 of the Constitution, which enshrines the
primacy of Islamic law in all spheres of governance and society.

Dominance of Jurisprudential Interpretation of Islam: Within this framework, the
jurist (faqih) holds the legitimate authority to govern, and this authority forms the
basis for establishing a theocratic state grounded in Islamic jurisprudence (figh).

Advocacy for the Oppressed (Mustazafeen): The binary framework of the op-
pressed (mustazafeen) versus the oppressors (mostakberin) constitutes a core se-
mantic structure within the regime’s ideological narrative. This dichotomy op-
erates both at the national level and epistemologically encompasses a universal
mission, reflecting a global emancipatory project.

Anti-Imperialism: The principle of “Neither East nor West” encapsulates the re-
gime’s geopolitical stance, characterized by opposition to the United States, antag-
onism toward Israel, and support for resistance movements. This anti-imperialist
posture is a central pillar of the Islamic Republic’s ideological hegemony, framing
its foreign policy and internal discourse.

Civilizational Ambition: The Islamic Revolution is articulated as a civilizational
project with a rich ideological content aimed at Muslim nations. This claim entails
the revival of Islamic identity, the awakening of Muslim consciousness, and a
return to the principles of the Islamic movement, positioning the revolution as a
catalyst for broader civilizational renewal.

Media as Agents of the Ideological Hegemony of the Islamic Republic

Over the past four decades, media have served as the primary instruments for
shaping and disseminating the dominant ideological discourse within society. The
Islamic Republic has endeavored to exert exclusive control over media channels
through centralized management and regulatory mechanisms. However, events of
the past decade have revealed manifestations of a socio-ideological transforma-
tion, wherein the common denominator across these changes is the pivotal role
played by new media platforms.

Theoretical Framework
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AR The theoretical framework of this study is grounded in Gramsci’s theory of he-

gemony and Deutsch’s theory of political communication. According to Gram-
sci, the foundation of the ruling class’s power lies in the construction of a worl-
dview. Hegemony, in this perspective, is the outcome of a synthesis between
coercion and consent-a consent that is achieved through the collaboration of
civil society and culminates in coercion. The rulers succeed in establishing he-
gemony to the extent that they can impose their worldview on the governed.

Based on this premise, the preservation of the semantic dominance of the Is-
lamic Revolution’s discourse is the sole mechanism capable of sustaining the
regime’s authority. As long as the majority of the populace accepts the meanings
articulated within the revolutionary discourse, the legitimacy and acceptance of
the Islamic Republic will persist, according to Gramsci’s theory. Conversely, if
the masses gravitate toward rival discourses, the regime’s hegemony will face
significant challenges.

In Karl Deutsch’s theory of political communication, the transmission of in-
formation between different segments of the political system and between the
social and political systems occupies a central position. According to this theo-
ry, through communication, “data” are transmitted to the political system, and
policies, as “outputs,” are returned to society for implementation. Subsequently,
the “feedback™ generated within society is communicated back to the political
system. Political power is fundamentally the control over information, and the
persistence of power, authority, and the survival of the political system depend
on the extent of this control. Therefore, there is a direct correlation between the
regime’s control over communication instruments and its hegemonic position
within society. Consequently, given that the expansion of social networks di-
minishes the political system’s control over information flows, it has the poten-
tial to undermine the ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic.
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New Political Communication and the Ideological Hegemony of the State
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Elite ideology constitutes a form of ideological control over society that serves
to preserve the power and legitimacy of the ruling class by persuading the gov-
erned of its values. In contemporary contexts, media play an indispensable role
in the process of public opinion persuasion and the consolidation of the domi-
nant discourse’s hegemony by emphasizing in-group identity and marginalizing
alternative identities. Simultaneously, through the advancement of new commu-
nication technologies, media also function as instruments of “counter-hegemo-
ny,” challenging the prevailing ideology.

According to Deutsch’s theory, if the political system is able to accurately pro-
cess incoming data and provide responses that align with social demands, it
succeeds in persuading public opinion toward its preferred ideology and consol-
idating the regime’s legitimacy. Conversely, failure to do so leads to increased
public dissatisfaction and ultimately undermines the ideological hegemony of
the regime. In this context, new media can, by operating counter to the dominant
semantic framework and amplifying social demands and grievances, contribute



to the long-term erosion of the regime’s ideological hegemony. It should be noted,
however, that alongside media, other factors also play significant roles, the exam-
ination of which requires further inquiry beyond the scope of this study.

Research Methodology

This study employs a survey research design conducted at the national level with a
statistical sample of one thousand individuals aged 16 and above. The sample was
selected through a random sampling method, and the survey was administered via
telephone in collaboration with the Public Opinion Research Center at Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad. To ensure the validity and reliability of the instrument, the
questionnaire underwent revisions based on expert evaluations and consultations
with academic faculty members. Subsequently, 30 pilot questionnaires were ran-
domly administered to respondents, and their feedback was incorporated into the
finalization of the instrument.

Furthermore, the reliability of the questionnaire was assessed using Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient, calculated through SPSS software. The alpha coefficient for the
dependent variable (ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic) was obtained
as 0.78, indicating satisfactory internal consistency and reliability of the instru-
ment.

Research Findings

The dependent variable is composed of ten items, while the independent variable
is examined across two dimensions: media trust and media consumption.

The findings of this survey, conducted with respondents averaging 42 years of age
and exhibiting moderate levels of media consumption, indicate a statistically sig-
nificant positive correlation between domestic media consumption and adherence
to the ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic; however, the strength of this
relationship is relatively weak

This implies that fluctuations in the consumption of these media correspondingly
influence the ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic. Furthermore, trust in
domestic media exhibits a stronger effect on adherence to the regime’s ideological
hegemony, demonstrating a statistically significant, moderate, and positive cor-
relation. In other words, trust in domestic media serves as a reinforcing factor for
the ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic.

In contrast, the analysis of the correlation between foreign media consumption
and trust in these media with the ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic
yielded divergent results, revealing a weak, negative, yet statistically significant
relationship. Accordingly, increased consumption of or trust in foreign media may
partially diminish adherence to the ideological hegemony of the Islamic Republic.
These findings suggest that domestic media play a role in sustaining and reinforc-
ing the regime’s ideological hegemony, although this influence remains limited in
scope.
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sl These findings are consistent with cultural and media hegemony theories that

emphasize the pivotal role of cultural and media institutions in shaping values,
thereby corroborating the central hypothesis of this study.
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