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Abstract

The present study aimed to examine the use of the term security in jurisprudential texts. The
research hypothesis is that, from the perspective of Imami jurisprudence and religious texts,
security is a highly significant matter and that among the primary duties of governments and
authorities is its protection and promotion. The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the
findings indicate that, from a linguistic perspective, the term security in jurisprudential texts has
been used in a broad sense, encompassing the political, economic, cultural, and social domains.
The examination of jurisprudential evidences reveals that in the aforementioned spheres of
security, the evidences and textual sources of Shari‘a express the ruling of the divine law
regarding the issue of security, and the religious texts, in various dimensions, have sought to
guarantee the security of citizens. Furthermore, while criminalizing the disruption of citizens’
security, they have prescribed severe punishments for violators of security. Imami jurists have
introduced the preservation of security as one of the duties of governments, especially the
Islamic government. However, this is not the sole duty of the Islamic government; rather,
safeguarding and maintaining the security of citizens in different domains is considered one of
its essential responsibilities. Observing the security of citizens in various aspects is therefore
necessary and obligatory both for individual citizens and for officials, administrators, and the
ruling authority. Accordingly, the principle is to preserve the sanctity and security of citizens,
and thus, departing from this principle requires decisive and certain evidence, as well as the
demonstration of an overriding interest (maslahat ahamm). Even in such cases, since intrusion
into individuals’ private domains contradicts the primary principle and is carried out on the basis
of temporary and situational interests, it is limited in time and should not be expanded.
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