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The role of safety and security factors on people's willingness to walk Case study:
Farhangian Town in Marvdasht City

Hasan Sotoude ! (corresponding author)
Sara Ranjbar 2

Abstract: |

Generally, any type of transportation starts with walking, even if this walking time is very short and
the distance is small. Therefore, walking is an essential part of a non-motorized transportation method,
especially in urban environments. Many studies conducted in the field of walkability of urban
environments have focused on a combination of variables such as density, diversity and accessibility to
the destination, while one of the factors influencing pedestrian movement and also encouraging people
to walk is providing a safe environment for walking.In the present study, with the aim of accessing the
issue of pedestrian safety and security in urban environments, the authors attempted to identify the
extent of the impact of these factors from the perspective of residents of Farhangian Township in
Marvdasht City , which is one of the new neighborhoods in the city and faces numerous problems in
terms of pedestrian safety. The present research method is an applied questionnaire-based one. First,
by reviewing the theoretical foundations and literature related to the subject, the factors explaining
security and safety that affect people's willingness to walk were extracted, and then, using a
researcher-made questionnaire, the extent of their impact on people's willingness to walk was
measured. The data were analyzed using confirmatory factor analysis in LISREL software. Also, the
statistical population of the research includes all people living in the Farhangian neighborhood of
Marvdasht city, who were selected using a random sampling method. Content analysis was used to
examine the reliability of the questionnaire. Results of the study showed that the feeling comfort while
walking index, with 48 percent of the variance, has the greatest impact on people's willingness to walk.
In second place is the fear of being hit by a car index with 40 percent of the variance. The fear of crime
index is in the third position of the influential variable, which accounts for 32 percent of the variance
of the model. In fourth place, we are faced with the women and children safety index with 23 percent
of the variance, and in fifth place is the ease of crossing the street index, which accounts for 16 percent
of the variance
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