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Abstract

China is one of Iran's most important partners. In 2021, the 25-year Iran-China Cooperation
Document was exchanged. The implementation of this document increases dependence. The
main question of this research is what capacity does the comprehensive 25-year Iran-China
Document have in promoting Iran's regional position? The main hypothesis of the research is
that it seems that the needs of the Iranian and Chinese sides for each other and capability to
promote Iran's regional position. Chinese investment in Iran will disrupt China's pursuit of a
balancing policy, Iran's access to more resources, and the possibility of pursuing Iran's
regional policies in West Asia. In Central Asia, by building a series of pipelines and railways,
Iran has tried to position itself as the outlet of Central Asia to the Persian Gulf. Therefore, the
implementation of the 25-year document will lead to the promotion of Iran's regional position.
Iran's three comparative advantages, including providing sustainable energy, secure transit
access to Central Asia and the Eastern Mediterranean, and creating security in the Islamic
geography, are together China's three main needs to maintain the cycle of stability and
economic growth in the coming decades; in contrast, providing a value-added chain of energy
derivatives, completing transit infrastructure, and facilitating access to financial resources are
considered China's advantages for the Iranian economy.
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Figure 4. Chinese investment in the Middle East
(Millions of Usg) (PY country)
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Souirce: Produced by MGSSI based on the China Global Investment Tracker
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