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Clinical diagnosis and management of infectious keratitis in horses
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Abstract:

Equine infectious keratitis is a common, painful, and potentially fatal disease. 18% of all
reported equine eye diseases were due to ulcerative Kkeratitis. The high incidence of ulcerative
keratitis and the high probability assessment are likely due in part to the prominence of the
eyeball in horses, the erratic behavior of the horses, and an environment rich in plant material.
Ulcerative keratitis can have variable appearances. Simple traumatic ulcers are relatively
superficial because no corneal stroma has been lost. There is minimal corneal edema and no
apparent cellular infiltrate. Because uncomplicated ulcers heal rapidly, there is no corneal
vascularization. Complicated ulcers include nonhealing and have stromal loss, keratomalacia,
or corneal perforation with iris prolapse. Most ulcers with stromal loss or keratomalacia are
infected with bacteria or fungi. Successful diagnosis and management of ulcerative keratitis
depend on the correct interpretation of clinical signs; appropriate specimen acquisition; early,
aggressive, and appropriate medical therapy; and surgical intervention when necessary.
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