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Abstract

On the one hand, the Sasanian culture was the heir to the cultural traditions of Achaemenid Iran,
which remained stable in the homeland and birthplace of the Sasanians in Persia, and on the other
hand, it was the successor to the culture of the Seleucids and Parthians, which manifested themselves
in the manifestations of ancient Greek civilization. Since Iran was located between the Eastern Roman
Empire and India and China during the Sasanian period, it was an intermediary for trade between the
aforementioned countries, which resulted in exchanges between neighbors in terms of industries,
literature, and advances in science and technology at that time. Therefore, it should not be assumed
that the Sasanian culture and civilization were formed solely by the Sasanians. It is obvious that other
nations, who had been under the rule of the Sasanians for many years, also had a share in creating such
a great civilization. One of the cultural and civilizational indicators of Iran during the Sassanid era was

the development of writing political advice letters under the title "Henderz or Pandanamak" addressed
to kings and princes. Political advice letters are an important stage in the development of political
thought and the presentation of traditional governance practices in Iran. These advice letters were
compiled and written in the context of why and how to acquire political power, maintain and continue
it, and introduce a governance model in the territorial area of Iranshahr. An important point is the
reason for the connection between wisdom and Iranian governance in ancient political advice letters.
The writing of this article was carried out using the method of historical research; the method of
collecting library materials and the method of compiling and writing the materials was also
descriptive-analytical. It seems that Iranian sages sought the development of a land in a model of
governance that could establish and maintain security and justice in society with the help of rationality
and consultation. For this purpose, Iranian sages used all the beneficial and influential literary styles
and formats of their time to write political advice letters until they achieved their goal.

Keywords: Political advice, Ancient Iran, Iranian wisdom, governance, literary styles and
formats, early Islamic centuries.
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