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Abstract

Enforcement mechanisms in international law including public and private
international law are among the most important, yet complex and contentious issues
in the field. The complexity of the concept of enforcement mechanisms in
international law is such that there is no single definition of it. Beyond that,
definitions and interpretations of enforcement mechanisms in international law vary
among scholars in terms of concept, function, scope, and effects, leading to
significant debate. This has made the understanding of enforcement mechanisms in
international law and its nature quite intricate. One of the most important causes,
factors, and/or contexts in this regard is the concept of humanity and its
development, which is itself a subject of serious discussions and controversies,
especially in an era described as one of humanity conquered but developing. In this
era, the international community is both a witness to a state-centric international
community and a value-centric or human-centric international community. As
international law transitions from its Christian, European, and Colonial
characteristics to contemporary international law with a global characteristic, the
state-centric international community, although dominant, is in decline, while the
value-centric international community, though subdued, is rising in the light of the
concept of humanity, common good, and shared identity. Here, the overall concept
of the international community, as well as the notions of international law, global
law, and the law of nations for all humanity, are becoming more prominent and are
on the rise and development.

The issue then is the nature of enforcement mechanisms in international law and
how they are changing and/or evolving in light of the development of the concept of
humanity. This theoretical, descriptive-analytical research claims that, in light of the
development of the concept of humanity, enforcement mechanisms in international
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law are gradually distancing themselves from the characteristics of a state-centric
international community, moving towards greater diversity and inclusivity.

Keywords
Humanity, International Community, Developed International Law, Enforcement
mechanisms in International Law.

A Detailed Abstract

Introduction

The issue of sanctions and enforcement mechanisms in international law—across all
its branches and subjects, from public to private and criminal—is a fundamental
matter, closely and directly or indirectly connected with every other aspect of
international law. Understanding the nature of sanctions in international law and
their evolution is of utmost importance. One of the key elements and turning points
in this understanding is the concept of humanity. In other words, the comprehension
of sanctions in international law must be viewed through and within the framework
of the concept of humanity in an era described as the age of humanity—subdued, yet
developing. It is an age in which the international community is perceived both as
the society of states, or state-centered, and as the society of values, or human-
centered.

With the transition from Christian, European, and colonial international law to
contemporary—or in other words, global—international law, the international
community of states, although dominant, is in decline, while the community of
values, though subdued, is, through the notion of humanity, the common good, and
shared identity, on the rise and developing. In this context, the very concept of the
international community as a whole, along with the ideas of the rights of nations,
global rights, and international law for all humanity, is becoming increasingly
prominent and ascending.

Understanding the essence and nature of sanctions, and their trajectory of
transformation, is therefore of particular significance at this juncture; as is the
question of whether the various sanctions across different domains have followed a
uniform trajectory or not. Thus, the issue is a classical, overarching, and highly
significant one, with multifaceted dimensions and strong connections to a range of
other concepts, especially the international community, the international community
as a whole, and the international public order.
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