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Analyzing the role of international law in the process of global sustainable development
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The dominant discourse on international development law in the
historical and economic context of the 1960s was mainly based on
economic development. However, gradually, in the light of international
efforts and the issuance of the Brundtland Report, a concept called
sustainable development was proposed in the scope of international law.
A concept that, through the interaction between the three dimensions of
economic, social and environmental development, guided international
development law towards the international law of sustainable
development. Almost all the principles of international environmental law
have been used to substantiate the concept of sustainable development.
Principles such as: the principle of sovereignty over natural resources,
the principle of commitment to cooperation, information and assistance
in cases of environmental emergencies, the principle of protection and
preservation of the environment, the principle of the obligation to pay
a fine by the polluter, the principle of prevention and the precautionary
principle. Of course, the concept of sustainable development is directly
reflected in the concepts of international environmental law, rather than
in the principles. At the same time, despite the progress made in the
literature on sustainable development in international law, due to the
fact that the meaning of this concept has not been established in law and,
in practice, based on the recognition of important documents in this field
based on the priority of economic development over environmental and
social development, sustainable development policies have faced failure
and we are witnessing a significant gap in the theoretical and practical
approach to sustainable development in international development
law. In this study, in addition to examining the principles and concepts
related to sustainable development in international environmental law,
the challenges and strategies for achieving environmental rules in
sustainable development have been discussed.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction:

Today, the livelihoods of the planet are vulnerable to many social, economic,
political and environmental stressors and shocks resulting from global
transformation processes such as climate change, globalization and demographic
processes. Empirical studies show that the current increase in greenhouse
gases is causing climate change. These gases control the natural flow of energy
by absorbing infrared radiation and changing the climate. Observations have
shown that the global temperature has increased by 0.6 degrees Celsius since
the 20th century. Forecasts indicate that the average annual temperature will
increase by 1 to 3 degrees Celsius by the 2060s and by 5 degrees by the 2090s.
Thus, the need to reduce greenhouse gases and prevent climate change prompted
international institutions to conclude the Climate Change Convention in 1992
and the Kyoto Protocol in 1997 to commit countries to reducing greenhouse
gas emissions. In addition to the obligations that this Convention and Protocol
set for member countries, especially developed countries, opportunities
and resources were also considered under the title of Clean Development
Process to help developing countries implement their control programs to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. UNFCCC member countries are required
to stabilize greenhouse gas emissions over certain periods of time and then
reduce them in the next stage. In this regard, various approaches, including
the use of clean development processes, have been considered and financially
supported by the Secretariat of the Convention and Protocol, the World Bank,
and the Global Environment Facility (GEF).

Objective: According to IPCC reports, in the absence of effective deterrent
policies and preventive measures related to greenhouse gas control, global
temperature could increase by between one and three and a half degrees Celsius
by the year 2100, resulting in serious problems for human health, the spread
of diseases, rising sea levels, and ecological collapse. This paper presents
a conceptual framework of multiple objectives in general, climate policies,
mitigation costs, and the performance of States Parties to the Convention in
fulfilling their commitments. This framework is an integrated assessment
scenario that includes all challenges to sustainability, which is examined by
considering all social, economic, political, and cultural factors in the form of
a public cooperation process. Because, based on the reports provided by the
IPCC, there are still no acceptable results and convincing answers about the
time course of this framework and its effectiveness.

Method: The present study, using a descriptive-analytical method and based
on a qualitative study, examines the role of international law in the process of
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Quarterly global sustainable development.

Findings and Conclusion: Climate change has the potential to threaten
the very nature of human existence. Threat to agricultural production and
food security, which is also related to the right to life and the right to health.
Threat to water security and the right to water. Reduction of land in the
world through rising sea levels. Climate disasters such as floods, famines
and storms, which are also considered threats to the right to life and health.
Threat to human health through the spread of diseases are also among these
cases. As can be seen, the adverse effects of climate change are possible,
linking the examples of human rights categories here in a circle. The
connection of the right to life, the right to health, and the right to housing
in these examples is evident if they are taken out of the potential state with
the right to development.

In this case, developing countries are in a much worse position due to their
capacity to adapt to adverse effects, and their efforts to succeed in realizing
the right to development are severely weakened. The right to development is
not in a favorable position today in underdeveloped or developing countries
in Africa, for example, and these countries normally face many difficulties
in achieving it. It is very disappointing to imagine how difficult the adverse
effects of climate change can make this situation.

This limitation and the possibility of developing countries weakening due
to various reasons in the field of development and the right to development
in dealing with climate change have been mentioned in various cases. As
we have also mentioned in this section, the study of how climate change
relates to and affects the right to development should be sought from the
impact of this right on other rights, especially the well-known rights of the
first and second categories, such as the right to life, the right to health, the
right to food, the right to housing, the right to property, and even examples
of the third category, such as the right to the environment.
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The connection between environmental protection and human rights has
also been recognized by the United Nations Development Programme’s
Group of Legal Experts in their consideration of the concept of common
concern of humanity. In particular, these experts have been keen to identify
.the connection between this issue and the right to life and health
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