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Abstract

The political ideas of Mirza Fathali Akhundzadeh regarding forms of government is one of the lesser-explored
topics in legal studies. A staunch critic of despotism and the influence of religious institutions in politics, he
references two forms of government—constitutional monarchy and republicanism—in his works. This study, with
a descriptive approach, aims to examine his views on these two forms of government from a legal perspective.
Akhundzadeh considers monarchy as equivalent to sovereignty, emphasizing both its internal and external
dimensions. He believes that external independence is paramount, to the extent that internal despotism is
preferred over foreign domination. Domestically, he advocates for centralization of power in the monarchy and
the elimination of clerical influence. While discussing constitutionalism, he acknowledges the need to limit the
monarchy’s power through law and parliament, but addresses this issue only briefly. He also highlights the
consequences of power limitation in the realm of public affairs, focusing particularly on governmental corruption,
especially financial corruption, as a result of unchecked power concentration. Regarding republicanism, he
emphasizes public participation in governance but limits his argument to the view that Sharia law is unable to
restrict power. This research indicates that although Akhundzadeh’s discussions on these topics are limited and
cursory, studying them is essential for understanding the evolution of legal concepts in Iran and the role of rule of
law.
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