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Causality refers to the ontological dependence between cause and effect,
such that the existence of an effect is impossible without its cause. In Hume's
view, however, the concept of causality does not imply any necessary
connection derived from sensory experience; rather, it is merely the habitual
association of successive events in the human mind. Attributing any relation
beyond this succession arises from mental habits, not from an objective
necessity in nature. Islamic philosophers, including Allameh Tabatabaei,
have offered substantial critiques of Hume's theory. According to Allameh
Tabatabaei, the relationship between cause and effect is a real and
ontological connection, distinct from mere succession. While succession
without causality is conceivable, causality implies a necessary correlation
beyond mere sequence. Furthermore, certain rational principles such as the
principle of non-accidental occurrence and the principle of homogeneity are
foundational to causal judgments, differentiating them from mere empirical
observations. These principles establish that every specific effect must
necessarily result from a specific cause, rejecting the idea of accidental
coincidences.
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