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Abstract

Paratexts (Textual thresholds) are those texts that surround the
original text, such as the title, cover, and introduction. They
define the features of the literary work’s nature for the reader.
Paratexts have occupied an important position in textual studies,
where related opinions have been applied to narrative texts and
then to various literary genres and texts. The Quranic text is
distinguished from other literary and non-literary texts by
numerous characteristics and standards. In this regard, this
research aims to study paratexts in the Quran, especially in Al-
Ma’idah Surah, and to analyze how these elements express the
text of the Surah and interpret its connotations. The research
concluded that applying modern theories and opinions related to
paratexts to the Quranic text is possible, but in a limited way, due
to the lack of diversity of paratexts in the Quranic text. Moreover,
the paratexts of the Quranic text differ in type from those found
in other texts. Al-Ma’idah Surah contains paratexts such as the
arrangement in the chapters of Qur’an, place of revelation, title,
introduction, and conclusion. Paratexts in Al-Ma’idah Surah
form a semantic framework that helps reveal the Surah’s
connotations, and enhance a comprehensive understanding of the
text, and guides the reader towards the deep meanings discussed
by the Surah.
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