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Abstract

Focusing on Henry Corbin's phenomenological-hermeneutical approach and
symbolic history, this study attempts to discover the meaning of five
paintings about Kay Khosrow. What is the relationship between Kay
Khosrow's life, symbolic history, and Iranian painting? What are the distinct
possibilities of Corbin's approach for reading such works, particularly
paintings concerning ancient lIran's champions and sages? This article, too,
intends to apply Corbin's approach to understand, and discover the meaning
world of five paintings from different historical periods. The descriptive-
analytical course of the study demonstrates that, for Corbin, Kay Khosrow is
the last king of Kiani's dynasty who is, as Suhrawardr asserts, blessed with
heavenly lights, wisdom, and glory. His life story, including his birth, rule,
wars, and disappearance, represents a soul's quest for light and wisdom. For
Suhrawardi, as Corbin narrates, the extraordinary events experienced by
Kay Khosrow occur in the world of imagination. Corbin thinks that Iranian
paintings represent this symbolic history or geography. They function as a
revelatory means for the cultivation of the self. Corbin's related concepts of
geosophy (visionary topography) and symbolic history would be helpful in
the interpretation of some Iranian paintings. For Corbin, these Iranian works
display some conceptions or manifestations as if their images have fallen
into water and mirror. That is why the drawing rules of these paintings
diverge from the standard methods. The last part of the article is devoted to
a brief critical review of Corbin's view to show some of its limitations
Keywords: phenomenology, hermeneutics, Corbin, Suhrawardi, Iranian
painting.
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