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Extended Abstract
Introduction

From an urban sociology perspective, urban space is not merely the physical
setting of residence but a network of social, cultural, and economic relations that
are formed and reproduced within spatial structures (Izharsyah et al., 2023: 68).
Apartment living, as one of the forms of modern urban life, unlike traditional
urban fabrics, may affect face-to-face interactions, meaningful neighborhood
relations, and active social participation. This lifestyle, due to its closed structure
and the privatization of space, may reduce the city’s capacity to produce shared
social and cultural identities and lead to a form of structured individualism within
cities. Numerous studies in the field of urban sociology have shown that spatial
transformations in cities, especially changes in the types of residences, have a
direct impact on the formation of social identity and the quality of human
relationships (Castells, 2002: 104; Nicholson-Smith, 1991). In cities such as
Kermanshah, which have had strong traditional and ethno-cultural fabrics, the
shift in housing patterns toward apartment living may weaken social capital, create
intergenerational gaps, and diminish cohesive social interactions. However, in
domestic research literature, most studies have focused on the physical or
psychological consequences of apartment living, while fewer have examined its
impact from an urban sociological perspective on social and cultural identities and
intergenerational relationships within specific cultural and ethnic contexts.
Therefore, investigating the effects of apartment living on social identity, cultural
identity, and the quality of intergenerational relations in the metropolis of
Kermanshah—which has distinctive ethnic, cultural, and subcultural structures—
can contribute to a better understanding of urban and social transformations in
Iran. The importance of this issue lies in the fact that urban policymaking, without
considering the social and cultural consequences of housing types, cannot lead to
the realization of a livable, sustainable, and equitable city. From this perspective,
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this study seeks, through a sociological approach, to answer the question of
whether apartment living affects urban residents’ social and cultural identities and
the quality of intergenerational relationships.

Research methodology

This research is applied in terms of purpose and employs a correlational survey
design. The study was conducted cross-sectionally with a quantitative approach.
The statistical population included all residents of residential apartment
complexes in the metropolis of Kermanshah. To ensure that the sample
represented the age, cultural, and social diversity of residents across different
urban areas, a cluster sampling method was used. In this method, the city was first
divided into five main districts, and then ten apartment buildings were randomly
selected from each district. From each building, a specific number of residents
were randomly invited to complete the questionnaire. The sample size, determined
based on sampling formulas with a 95% confidence level and a 5% margin of
error, was set at 384 participants. To measure social identity, the Bhattacharyya
and Sinha (2003) questionnaire was used. To assess cultural identity, the Taheri
et al. (2013) questionnaire was applied, and to evaluate the quality of
intergenerational relationships, the Bai et al. (2018) questionnaire was used. The
guantitative data collected through the questionnaires were analyzed using SPSS
software. Pearson correlation tests and structural equation modeling (SEM) were
employed to examine the relationships among the variables.

Results

The results of the Pearson correlation analysis showed that the extent of apartment
living had a negative and significant relationship with social identity scores and
the quality of intergenerational relationships (p < 0.05). This means that an
increase in the level of apartment living was associated with lower levels of social
identity and intergenerational relationship quality. Moreover, social identity had
a positive and significant relationship with both cultural identity and the quality
of intergenerational relationships (p < 0.01). However, no significant relationship
was found between cultural identity and the extent of apartment living. The
findings indicated that apartment living had a significantly negative effect on
social identity (B = -0.39). It had no significant effect on cultural identity (p = -
0.09). Apartment living had a considerable negative effect on the quality of
intergenerational relationships and explained a notable portion of its variance (8
= -0.36). Overall, the structural equation modeling results demonstrated that
apartment living exerts broad and significant negative effects on the variables of
social identity and the quality of intergenerational relationships.

Discussion and conclusion
The findings of this study indicate that apartment living, as one of the
manifestations of modern urban life, has a significant negative impact on
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residents’ social identity and the quality of intergenerational relationships, while
individuals’ cultural identity appears to be less affected. From the perspective of
urban sociology, these results suggest that modern spatial and physical
structures—embodied in the form of apartment buildings—are gradually
transforming patterns of social interaction and leading to the weakening of social
capital at both neighborhood and family levels. Apartment living, by restricting
public spaces, eliminating traditional structures such as shared courtyards, and
emphasizing individual privacy, has resulted in reduced social interactions, the
fragmentation of intergenerational bonds, and the rise of individualism. In this
regard, apartment living is not merely a change in residential form but part of a
broader transformation in the social and spatial order of the city, with extensive
social implications. On the other hand, the relative stability of cultural identity in
the face of these changes reflects the depth and rootedness of cultural components
within social and familial layers. However, in the long run, if the weakening of
social and intergenerational ties continues, even this cultural identity may
gradually erode. The findings of this research underscore the need to reconsider
urban policymaking—particularly in the design of urban living spaces—which
should aim to strengthen social interactions, revitalize public spaces, and
regenerate social capital.
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Table 1: Examining the relationships between variables
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Table 3: Results of path coefficients, beta values, and t-test to examine the significance of the path
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