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Extended abstract

Introduction: Since the existing works have not addressed the jurisprudential ruling of supplicating
(hajatkhwaha) to saints based on the premise we aim to clarify in this study, it was deemed necessary to
conduct comprehensive research on the ruling of such supplication from the perspective of the five types
of legal rulings (ahkam al-khamsa) using Quranic and jurisprudential evidence. This article is organized
into five sections with relevant subsections. In each section, a specific basis for the prohibition of
supplicating to saints is explained, supported by the Holy Qur’an, jurisprudential texts, and authentic
narrations. The heavenly scriptures emphasize the importance of supplication. We first define haqigat
shar‘iyyah (legal reality) and examine its relation to the impermissibility of supplicating to saints. When
a sacred legislator (shari‘) transfers a word from its linguistic meaning to a new meaning, that word is said
to have acquired a haqiqat shar‘iyyah. For example, the term salah in some Qur'anic verses is used in the
sense of "prayer" or "supplication,” such as: "Indeed, Allah and His angels send blessings upon the
Prophet. O you who believe, send blessings and peace upon him"—Ilater, the sacred lawgiver assigned
salah a new religious meaning. However, such usage and transfer to a new meaning (i.e., a hagigat
shar‘iyyah) by the sacred lawgiver for the terms du a (supplication) and ibadah (worship) cannot be
proven. Therefore, based on what is found in jurisprudential texts, we must refer to the common
understanding (“urf) in such cases. Whenever a word acquires a fixed meaning among people, it is referred
to as a haqiqat ‘urfiyyah (customary reality). In other words, a word that has a settled meaning in common
usage is considered to have a customary definition. For instance, the term dabbah linguistically means "a
moving creature,” but in common usage, it refers specifically to "a quadruped.” Supplication and worship
(istighathah ‘ibadiyyah) in the common understanding of religious communities refer to addressing God,
sacred souls, angels, and other divine beings, and imply acts of devotion and veneration. In the Holy
Qur’an, supplication is called worship. In narrations and in the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyyah, it is stated:
"Supplication is worship". The sacred lawgiver did not assign a new religious definition (hagigat
shar‘iyyah) to the terms du‘a’ and ‘ibadah; rather, they continued to be used with the same meaning as
before Islam, as in earlier religions. The absence of a hagiqat shar‘iyyah for du‘a’ and ‘ibadah aligns with
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legal principles. When a word does not have a religiously defined meaning, one must turn to the commonly
accepted understanding, in which supernatural supplication is often considered a form of worship and
veneration. The customary understanding of du‘a’ and ‘ibadah involves devotional invocation and worship
directed at God, divine beings, and saints. The absence of an intention to treat the object of supplication
as independent or divine does not change the fact that the act constitutes supplication and worship. For
instance, Christians perform acts of devotion and supplication before statues of the Virgin Mary (peace
be upon her) intending them for God, without believing that Mary is divine. Yet, the Qur’an forbids
supplication to saints even without the intention of divinity. Many sources define du‘a’ (supplication)
narrowly as “asking God,” but this definition does not align with Qur’anic and jurisprudential evidence
and is subject to critique. “Asking God” is a condition for the validity and legitimacy of supplication, not
its definition. Additionally, the Qur’an forbids devotional supplication to idols. However, definitions of
supplication often fail to mention asking saints or holy figures. In jurisprudential and Qur’anic evidence,

the term du‘a’ in its established usage (i.e., devotional supplication) is labeled as worship. Thus, dividing
supplication into devotional and non-devotional categories is incorrect, as it confuses the linguistic and
technical meanings of du‘a’. Any supernatural request (i.e., invocation) addressed to God or saints in
monotheistic or non-monotheistic religious traditions is considered supplication and worship of the
addressed figure. The absence of an intention to ascribe independence, divinity, or a role parallel to God
in such acts does not negate the supplicatory or worshipful nature of the action. Therefore, legitimate and
devotional supplication is exclusively reserved for God Almighty. Considering the principle of
tawqifiyyah in acts of worship (i.e., that their form and quantity must be sanctioned by the lawgiver),
devotional assistance (istighathah ‘ibadiyyah) which, in religious tradition, equates to prayer and worship
of the addressed entity must be directed solely to God to remain compatible with tawgifiyyah.
Jurisprudential evidence and religious customs show a strong link between supplication and worship, and
performing acts of worship for anyone other than God, without explicit legal authorization, renders the
act religiously forbidden. Also, based on the principle of worship monotheism (tawhid ‘ibadi), the worship
of anyone other than God is forbidden. Thus, any form of devotional supplication must be directed only
to the One Creator. Based on these premises, seeking supernatural aid (hajatkhwahi) from divine beings,
saints, or the righteous is considered du‘a’ and ‘ibadah, and such devotional requests from anyone other
than God are prohibited. Any prohibition from the sacred lawgiver, when not accompanied by permission,
implies the action is forbidden. Therefore, the jurisprudential ruling on supplicating to saints is that it is
prohibited.
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