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Abstract

Digital sports startups not only improve athlete’s performance, but also provide new services
like supporting the distribution of sports products, creating job and economic opportunities for
sports enthusiasts. This study aimed to design a structural equation model of the digital
entrepreneurship ecosystem based on the launch of sports startups. The research method was
descriptive-correlational. The statistical population was academic researchers, members of the
management team of startups and sports businesses, managers and experts, consultants and
analysts in the field of digital entrepreneurship. A sufficient number were selected to test the
model in a purposeful manner (167). To assess the content validity, scientific and executive
experts were consulted, and then composite reliability and construct validity were confirmed
in the final stage using PLS software. The results of the factor analysis of the structures of each
of the nine main variables showed that all components have a significant explanatory role. Path
analysis also showed that the relationships between the nine main variables are positive and
significant in the sequence of six levels from independent variables to dependent variables, and
the conceptual model has a good fit. Based on the research findings, it can be said that the
development and expansion of the sports startup market requires the private and public sectors
to interact with each other, the necessary financial support and simplification of laws for sports
entrepreneurs. Entrepreneurs, physical education students, universities and sports
organizations in the country to be able to provide joint services to their customers through
synergy and interaction.
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