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The Sociological Analysis of War and Peace in the Story of Farud in the
Shahnameh Based on Goldmann's Theories
Bahman Shafghati* Dr. Bahram Khoshnoodi?, Dr. Hafez Sadeghpoor®

Abstract

Epic literature, particularly Shahnameh, reflects the historical and social structures
of Iran. The story of Forud, examined through the lens of Lucien Goldmann’s
theories, is not merely an individual narrative but a depiction of social conflicts and
structural crises in ancient Iranian society, providing a rich foundation for analyzing
cultural and social frameworks. Goldmann asserts that literary works manifest
historical conditions and expose systemic inequalities. In this narrative, war serves
not only as a tool for consolidating power but also as a force that disrupts social
bonds and creates a human tragedy. From Goldmann’s perspective, war destabilizes
moral foundations, replacing social cohesion with prejudice. The concept of bravery
in the story of Forud extends beyond mere combat prowess to encompass adherence
to ethical values and resistance against injustice. By portraying ethnic conflicts and
the tragic consequences of uninformed decisions, this story offers a vivid picture of
the social crises of ancient Iran. In Goldmann’s view, tragedy is not just an
individual’s fate but a reflection of deep-rooted social contradictions. The fate of
Forud, beyond the fall of a hero, serves as a critique of the prevailing power
structures of its time. This study, based on library sources, demonstrates how
Shahnameh provides a platform for analyzing and critiquing social and historical
systems.

Keyword: Shahnameh, sociology of literature, war, peace, Forud, Goldmann.
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