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Abstract

Epistemic democracy, emphasizing collective wisdom and diversity of perspectives in political
decision-making, offers a promising yet challenging framework for the Middle East. This study
examines the feasibility of implementing this model in the region, analyzing structural, cultural,
political, and economic barriers as well as existing opportunities. Using qualitative content
analysis and drawing on theoretical literature, regional case studies (Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, Iraq),
and reports from international organizations, the findings indicate that centralized power
structures, authoritarian political culture, restrictions on freedom of expression, and rentier
economies are the primary obstacles to realizing epistemic democracy. These factors limit rational
dialogue, cognitive diversity, and transparent institutions. However, the expansion of digital
communication, growing political awareness among youth, and the emergence of civil movements
provide opportunities for gradual transformation. The study argues that epistemic democracy in
the Middle East requires localized and incremental strategies, including educational reforms,
strengthening independent institutions, and developing digital platforms for public discourse. By
bridging theoretical insights and practical recommendations, this study contributes to the
discourse on democratic innovation in non-Western contexts.
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