Journal of Iranian Social Development Studies (JISDS)
2025 (Spring), Vol. 17, No. 2

A sociological analysis of women's perception of security in the urban space in Bandar Abass

Hedayat Allah Nikkhah”
Associated professor of social science, University of Hormozgan, Hormozgan, Iran
Mostafa Zahirinia
Associate professor of social science, University of Hormozgan, Hormozgan, Iran
Syed Mohammad Hoseini
Master of sociology, University of Hormozgan, Hormozgan, Iran

Abstract: The aim of the present study is to investigate the relationship between urban space and the
sense of social security in women in Bandar Abbas. The study was descriptive and conducted using a
correlational method. The research population included all women over 18 years of age in Bandar
Abbas, 389 of whom were selected using a snowball sampling method. The research tools included a
researcher-made urban space questionnaire and Chalabi's Sense of Security Questionnaire (2006),
which was implemented on the Pressline platform. The results of the study showed that the level of
women's sense of security in Bandar Abbas was 68.08 and its standard deviation was 11.61. Also, the
average suitability of urban space was 56.48 and its standard deviation was 9.67. The inferential
findings of the study showed that there is a relationship between urban space and women's sense of
security. The correlation coefficient was r= -/37), indicating that the more unsuitable the urban space,
the lower the women's sense of security. Also, the relationship between the social dimension of urban
space (-37) and the sense of security, the relationship between the physical dimension of urban space
and the sense of security (-29), the dimension of urban furniture and the sense of security (-25), and
the dimension of access to urban services and women's sense of security (-14), all of which indicate a
negative and inverse relationship between the unfavorableness of urban space and women's sense of
security. The findings of the present study point to the importance of the role of urban space
dimensions and their effects on women's mentality and show how the visual appearance of a city can
lead to a sense of security or insecurity among women. Signs such as low street lighting, the presence
of abandoned buildings, lack of facilities, signposts, inadequate access to urban services, and
damaged roads are considered evidence of insecurity by women.

Keywords: Urban space, physical dimension, social dimension, urban furniture dimension, women's
sense of social security, Bandar Abbas.
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