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Abstract:

In his two treatises, Kitab al-Din wa al-Dawla and al-Radd ‘ala Asnaf al-Nasara, Ibn
Rabban al-Tabari critiques the religions prevalent in the second and third centuries
AH. The religions whose teachings he references are Judaism, Christianity,
Zoroastrianism, Manichaeism, and he also makes brief mention of Hinduism and
Buddhism. Ibn Rabban, who himself was Christian until the age of seventy and then
converted to Islam, speaks mostly about Christianity and Judaism. With a polemical-
theological approach, he examines the doctrines of these religions in comparison to
Islam and, while identifying the similarities and differences among the Abrahamic
religions, emphasizes monotheism, the prophethood of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH),
and the universality of Islamic teachings, and on this basis, speaks of the superiority
of Islam. Ibn Rabban claims that the advent of the Prophet of Islam was foretold in
Jewish and Christian scriptures and cites passages from the Torah and the Gospels to
support this claim. His description of Zoroastrianism and Manichaeism is incomplete,
and it appears that his knowledge of these religions was based on the works of other
writers who refuted them, rather than on their original religious texts. Nevertheless,
Kitab al-Din wa al-Dawla, which this article focuses on more, is considered an
important work in the historical study of religions. This treatise contains significant
points regarding the relationships between Muslims and the followers of other
religions in the early centuries of Islam.
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