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Abstract:

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 and Ukraine's orientation towards the
West and the European Union, and whispers of NATO expansion into Russia’s
backyard, made the issue of regional security a priority for Russia. Ukraine was the
most important barrier to penetration, and if it were lost, other barriers and barriers
in the Caucasus and Central Asia would also be lost in succession. Therefore,
Russia, out of security necessity and to maintain its hegemony, and with its only
assets and possessions (military tools), entered a difficult and costly field.
Accordingly, and in response to the nature of the Russia-Ukraine war from the
perspective of defensive realism, the main root of the Russia-Ukraine war should be
understood as the changes and developments that have taken place at the level of
the global system (transition period), the regional level (NATO expansion), and in
the Ukrainian sphere (trend towards the West) in recent years.

Keywords: Ukraine; Defensive Realism; NATO; America; Russia.
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