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An Analysis on the Relationship of Spatial Configuration and Social Forms of
Place in the Traditional Bazaars with Emphasizing on the Uniqueness Concept
of Simmel’s Socio-Spatial Theory
(Case Study: Baloch Bazaar of Zahedan)

Abstract

A chief element of architecture is the market, a place of various social forms, which, in addition to
its various physical attributes, represents the social-cultural structure of society. so that there are
complicated relationships between the concepts of space formations and social forms. The
sociological dimensions of this relationship may be examined from the perspective of Zimmel's
sociology. The absence of studies which have analyzed the physical atmosphere and social profiles
of traditional markets through their historical maps and from the perspective of social psychology,
is the necessity of this scientific research. The object of this research is to examine and recognize
the relationship of space formations to social faces in the atmosphere of the Balouch traditional
market of Zahedan, due to the high diversity of social forms that are the result of cultural-ethnic
events, from the perspective of Zimmel's space Sociology. Therefore, this article seeks to find
answers to the following questions: Emphasizing the basics of sociology of space, what is the
effectiveness of social forms on the configuration of public spaces? What findings will be obtained
from the analysis of the social forms of the place in the space of traditional markets based on
cognitive maps? From the perspective of Simmel's sociology, how does the unique index explain
the relationship between social forms and the configuration of market spaces .The present study
has been carried out by analytical-descriptive method and field studies with targeted survey, along
with library studies. According to Simmel's principles in relation to the macro-social concept such
as unique, the results of the research indicate that, Social activities and forms that produce a unique
social space will lead to identity and continuity of meaning in the space of traditional markets.
Therefore, by using these indicators, it is possible to create spaces that have a special link between
its socio-spatial units and social meanings. This capability leads to the production of self-regulating
space

Keywords:
Spatial Configuration, Social Forms of Place, Traditional Bazaar, Sociology of Space, Cognitive
Map.
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