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Abstract

A dignified administrative life, which is an undeniable demand of every citizen in contemporary societies, can
lead to increased satisfaction, productivity, and reduced social costs. The formation of various types of
governments, such as welfare states and gendarme states, aligns with this objective. Letter 53 of Nahj al-
Balagha (the governance charter of Malik al-Ashtar) serves as a valuable resource for achieving a dignified
administrative life. This descriptive-analytical study aims to answer the question: What are the key elements
necessary for realizing a dignified administrative life as outlined in the aforementioned letter? The findings
indicate that Imam Ali (PBUH) elaborates a set of fundamental principles of administrative law and obligates
Malik al-Ashtar to implement them within his governance system. The principles articulated in this letter align
with those governing modern administrative law, including transparency, oversight, respect for citizens,
consultation, meritocracy, hierarchy, justice and equality, impartiality, order and discipline, preservation of
dignity, and ensuring livelihood. These principles have a direct relationship with the realization of a dignified
administrative life.
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