Linguistic Studies of Islamic Text

Aty | Online ISSN: 3060-7701

Content Analysis of Sermon 127 of Nahj al-Balagha
Based on John Searle’s Speech Act Theory
Fatemeh Abdollahinia

Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Qom Branch, Islamic Azad University, Qom, Iran.
ftme.abdollahi1354@gmail.com

Abstract

The theory of “speech acts” is considered one of the significant topics in discourse analysis
within the field of linguistics, initially proposed by “Austin” and later developed by “Searle,”
who introduced a fivefold classification including assertives, expressives, directives,
commissives, and declaratives. This theory facilitates a more precise analysis of religious texts
in their social-historical contexts by examining language as a tool for performing actions.
Sermon 127 of Nahj al-Balagha, delivered in response to the extremism of the Khawarij and the
political and social crises of the era of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), contains various speech
acts that reveal the communicative goals and rhetorical strategies of the Imam. The present study
employs a descriptive-content analysis methodology, utilizing situational context and statistical
methods to analyze the aforementioned sermon based on Searle’s speech act theory. The
findings of the study indicate that assertive acts are most frequently dedicated to elucidating the
positions of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) and addressing the doubts posed by the Khawarij.
Directive acts serve to guide and advise the audience, while expressive acts reflect the Imam’s
(peace be upon him) concern and disgust regarding the extremism of the Khawarij. This analysis
demonstrates that the sermon is not merely a literary text but a purposeful discourse aimed at
social reform and countering divisiveness. The results of this research reinforce the application
of speech act theory in the analysis of religious texts and open new horizons for understanding
the rhetorical strategies of Nahj al-Balagha.
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