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Abstract

Mikhail Bakhtin, the prominent Russian theorian, argues that literary texts
possess a polyphonic nature in which various voices and perspectives interact
reciprocally in a dialogic framework. This theory examines how dialogue is
formed among characters, the narrator and the audience, and even between the
poet and society. The poetry of Hamid Masadeq, as one of the leading
contemporary poets, is rich in both internal and external dialogues, dynamically
engaging with social, political, and emotional themes.This study, employing a
descriptive-analytical method and library-based resources, seeks to analyze the
interaction of voices and the different semantic layers in Masadeq’s poetry
through the lens of Bakhtin’s principles of dialogism. The research findings
indicate that Masadeq utilizes dialogue as a means to represent tensions, the
coexistence of conflicting voices, and the expression of both individual and
collective concerns. These dialogues, characterized by a simple and intimate
language, establish a close connection with the audience and reflect an
atmosphere of multiplicity and the clash of ideas.The present study emphasizes
that didlogue in Masadeq’s poetry is not merely an artistic device but also a
philosophical approach that leads to the discovery of a multidimensional and
thought-provoking truth. Thus, his poetry stands as a prominent example of
contemporary Persian literature, serving as a platform for dialogue and cultural
interaction.
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Introduction

Literature has always been a realm for the emergence and manifestation of
diverse human voices—voices that, at times harmonious and at times
conflicting, express individual and collective experiences. Among
contemporary literary theories, Mikhail Bakhtin’s concept of polyphony or
dialogism holds a distinctive position, as it offers a fresh perspective on literary
texts, viewing them as dynamic and living spaces for the intersection,
opposition, and interaction of voices and viewpoints. From this standpoint, a
literary text is not a monologic or univocal expression but rather a scene for
dialogue and the co-presence of various perspectives.

Modern Persian poetry, especially in the post-Constitutional Revolution era,
has provided fertile ground for such interactions. Within this context, Hamid
Mosaddegh, with his social, romantic, and simultaneously critical outlook, has
effectively employed the potentials of language and poetic form to create
dialogic spaces—spaces where the poet, society, the audience, and even the
inner conscience of the human being are engaged in compelling, multilayered
dialogues.

This study aims to analyze Mosaddegh’s poetry as polyphonic texts through a
descriptive-analytical approach grounded in Bakhtin’s theory of dialogism.
Such an analysis not only contributes to a deeper understanding of the dialogic
structure of Mosaddegh’s poems but also illustrates how these dialogues serve
as tools for reflecting both internal and external contradictions, as well as
articulating social and human concerns. In this way, Mosaddegh’s works
become exemplary instances of literature that, both in form and content, create
a platform for cultural interaction and continuous dialogue with the surrounding
world.

Methodology

This research is conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and relies on
library-based resources. Within this framework, the theoretical foundations
concerning Mikhail Bakhtin’s views on the “logic of dialogue” and the
characteristics of dialogism in literature are first collected and explicated. These
theoretical concepts are then applied as an analytical framework to a selection
of Hamid Mosaddegh’s poems in order to examine the implementation of
dialogic logic and the interaction of various voices in his poetry. The aim of
this method is to achieve a deeper understanding of how internal and external
dialogues are formed in Mosaddegh’s works and to elucidate the role of
polyphony in modern Persian poetry.

Discussion and Analysis

One of the most prominent features of Hamid Mosadegh’s poetry is the creation
of a vibrant, intimate, and human dialogue within the text—dialogue shaped
through the use of personal pronouns such as “I,” “you,” and “he/she,” along
with vocative expressions, polyphony, and a carnivalesque atmosphere. The
dialogic quality of his poetry—especially through the active presence of the
pronoun “you”—draws the poet closer to the reader and fosters a poetic
intimacy that invites the audience to participate in the meaning and experience
of the poem. The frequent use of personal pronouns, particularly in the
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collections Blue, Gray, Black and From Separations, demonstrates Mosadegh’s
strong inclination toward face-to-face, heartfelt communication with the reader.
In his poems, “I” represents a conscious and active subject, “you” symbolizes
an internal or social interlocutor, and “he/she” often refers to human or social
referents.

Despite engaging with social and political themes, the language of Mosadegh’s
poetry remains simple, clear, and unambiguous. By relying on standard Persian
and avoiding intellectual or overly abstract complexities, he conveys a lucid
and humane message to a broad readership. His stylistic features include
colloquial language, an intimate tone, and vivid, tangible imagery—qualities
that render his poetry both romantic and socially engaged at once.

The rhythm and musicality of Mosadegh’s poetry, unlike that of many Neo-
Nimaic poets, exhibit a special coherence and fluidity. He skillfully employs
rhyme in free verse only when necessary, using it to attract the reader’s
attention and lend a pleasant sonority to the poem. In his work, rhyme is not a
compulsory formal device but a function of the poem’s internal need for
musicality.

Mosadegh also demonstrates considerable skill in visual and imagistic
techniques. His occasional recourse to concrete poetry—where image overrides
semantic content and the reader is confronted with a visual scene—reflects not
only an attentiveness to sound but also a modern approach to visual
representation and spatial composition.

In terms of content, Mosadegh’s poetry weaves together themes of love and
resistance. By combining the seemingly contradictory elements of “earthly
love” and “political struggle,” he creates an emotionally charged yet idealistic
poetic space. This unique synthesis places him alongside poets such as M.
Sarshek, Nemat Mirzadeh, and Esmaeil Khoi as one of the leading social poets
of late Y *th-century Iran.

Poetic sequences such as The Banner of Kaveh and In the Passage of the Wind
demonstrate his engagement with myth, epic, and national themes.
Nevertheless, their narrative language—often weaker than his lyrical poems—
has led to greater public remembrance of his romantic-social works.
Undoubtedly, the long poem Blue, Gray, Black represents the pinnacle of his
poetic output, where love, politics, and intimate language are skillfully
intertwined, earning it a distinguished place in modern Persian poetry.
Altogether, the stylistic, linguistic, thematic, and structural characteristics of
Mosadegh’s poetry—especially its dialogic quality—have made him a lasting
and beloved figure in the Nimaic tradition. He is a poet rooted in tradition who,
with courage and innovation, brings poetry closer to both the general and
intellectual audience.

Vocative sentences are a particular type of utterance, often used without verbs
and intended to directly attract the reader’s or listener’s attention. These
sentences typically include vocative particles such as ey, ya, or a, but
sometimes rely solely on tone and syntactic structure. In Mosadegh’s poetry,
such expressions play a vital role in establishing an emotional and intimate
relationship between the poet and the audience. The speaker engages in
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dialogue not only with people but also with nature and phenomena, addressing
them as conscious and responsive entities.

Using Bakhtin’s theoretical lens, this study argues that vocative expressions are
not merely commands or requests, but rather instances of dialogic exchange
that elicit the reader’s affective and interpretive participation. Through this
expressive strategy, Mosadegh shares his lived experiences, emotions, and
philosophical insights in a poetic language that actively draws the reader into a
two-way exchange.

Moreover, the article analyzes Bakhtin’s concept of polyphony and its
application in Mosadegh’s poetry. Polyphony entails the simultaneous presence
of multiple voices, perspectives, and experiences within a text—a feature that is
clearly evident in Mosadegh’s works. By avoiding monologic and egocentric
poetic expression, he creates dialogic spaces in which every voice—from
human and natural entities to abstract concepts such as night and sorrow—can
emerge and be heard. Thus, his poetry does not merely reflect the voice of the
poet, but rather offers a dynamic arena for the coexistence and interaction of
diverse meanings and voices, all participating in a shared existential discourse
without dominance or suppression.

This analysis demonstrates that the interplay between vocative structures and
polyphony in Mosadegh’s poetry serves as a powerful mechanism for
deepening the reader's engagement and for generating a rich, dynamic poetic
language.

Conclusion

The study of Hamid Mosadegh's poetry through the lens of Mikhail Bakhtin’s
dialogism opens a new perspective on contemporary Persian poetry and
portrays the poet as a dialogic, polyphonic, and human-centered creator.
Drawing upon the rhetorical and structural capacities of language, Mosadegh
constructs a world in which diverse human, social, emotional, and even abstract
voices engage in active and equal dialogue, free from domination or exclusion.
The recurrent use of personal pronouns—especially “I,” “you,” and “he/she”—
alongside vocative expressions, an intimate and sincere tone, vivid imagery,
and an internal rhythm, are among the main tools Mosadegh employs to craft
this multi-voiced atmosphere. Within this linguistic universe, voices appear not
merely in opposition but in interaction—sympathizing, protesting, loving, and
resisting—thereby transforming the poem into a mirror of lived experiences and
both individual and collective concerns.

Moreover, his frequent direct address to humans, nature, and abstract concepts
lends his poetry a dialogic and contemplative quality. Mosadegh is not only a
poet but also a concerned and empathetic listener, inviting the audience to
participate in meaning-making and shared experience. His poetry thus becomes
a field where both poet and reader, both humanity and the surrounding world,
are granted the space and voice to be present and to speak.

Ultimately, Hamid Mosadegh can be seen as a poet who, by fusing love with
struggle, tradition with innovation, and emotional depth with social
commitment, offers a dynamic model of socially engaged and human-centered
poetry from the latter half of the Y+th century. Analyzing his poems through
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dialogic theory reveals how dialogue can uncover hidden layers of meaning,
redefine the role of the audience, and illuminate the deep connection between
poetry and society.
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