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Abstract

The present study aims to examine the speech acts in Sermon 193 of Nahj al-Balagha,
renowned as the “Sermon of the Pious” (Khutbat al-Muttagin). As one of the most prominent
religious, rhetorical, and epistemological texts, this sermon holds significant potential for
linguistic analysis within social, ethical, and cognitive contexts. Its rhetorical and thematic
characteristics render it a rich framework for studying the role of language in conveying
profound theological and ethical concepts. The primary objective of this research is to identify
linguistic structures and speech acts within the sermon and analyze the role of language as an
instrumental tool in meaning production, guidance, commitment, and even influencing the
audience. The central research question explores how language in this sermon transcends mere
informative and descriptive functions to become a means of transforming the audience’s
attitudes and behaviors. Methodologically, this study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach,
extracting linguistic data from Sermon 193 and classifying them based on John Searle’s speech
act theory. Searle’s fivefold classification—assertives, directives, commissives, expressives, and
declaratives—serves as the foundational framework for analysis. Contextual indicators are
employed to meticulously examine the relationship between speech act objectives, semantic
fields, and sentence structures. A context-oriented approach facilitates a deeper understanding of
how language functions within religious and spiritual frameworks, demonstrating that speech in
such texts carries meaning and serves as an agent of transformation in the audience’s cognition
and conduct. The findings indicate that the Sermon of the Pious strategically employs various
speech acts: assertives describe the traits of the pious and outline an ethical model for
the audience, serving to construct a mental image of the ideal human within Islamic thought;
directives, particularly imperative sentences, urge the audience to reflect, reform their behavior,
and adhere to moral and faith-based principles; commissives emphasize the speaker’s
commitment to religious values and invite adherence to these principles; expressives and
declaratives play a notable role in conveying religious emotions, expressing love and reverence
for God, and fostering an emotional connection with the audience. The diversity, distribution,
and interaction of these speech acts reflect the sermon’s rhetorical coherence, semantic richness,
and purposeful content. In summary, language in Sermon 193 is not merely an instrumental
medium for conveying meaning but an active, intentional, and influential force that guides the
audience’s intellect, heart, and behavior. Searle’s speech act theory provides a conceptual
framework for analyzing the multifaceted functions of language in religious texts. This
analytical approach opens new horizons for the semantics of sacred texts and Islamic rhetoric,
paving the way for interdisciplinary research in philosophy of language, theology, and
linguistics. The findings of this study establish a foundation for expanding analytical tools to
examine the impact of religious language in shaping beliefs, identity, and religious practices.
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