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Article Info Abstract
History Despite valuable information on the Iron Age (1250-550 BCE), a clear
Received: May 11, 2025 understanding of various aspects of human life during this period, particularly

in the Rahmatabad area of Rudbar County, remains limited. This gap may
result from the lack of focused studies on settlement areas and the scarcity of
Keywords targeted archaeological investigations. Questions regarding the architecture of
Iron Age settlements, including the types of construction and building

Accepted: August 28, 2025

Iron Age

g _ _ materials used, and the similarities between Iron Age settlement areas and
Avrchaeological Studies contemporary settlement patterns, have received little attention. Based on site
Settlement Areas identification, library studies, and excavation results, it appears that Iron Age

communities experienced a combination of sedentary and semi-nomadic
lifestyles. Although most construction materials were wood, which
Rahmatabad Section deteriorated over time due to high humidity or fire, the discovery of structures
made of river stones and bricks atop hills indicates the presence of forts with
both defensive and residential functions. Additionally, findings from the
Marlik cemetery, such as humped cattle accompanied by plows and a mule
figurine carrying loads, support the coexistence of sedentary and nomadic
lifestyles. Factors influencing lron Age settlement patterns were similar to
those affecting contemporary settlements and included favorable geographic
location, climate, water resources, vegetation cover, elevation, fertile soil, and
the presence of mineral resources. Consequently, many modern villages are
located directly on, or very close to, Iron Age settlement sites.

Contemporary Period
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