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Discourse Analysis of Two Stories '""Woman at
Point Zero" by Nawal El Saadawi and "Touba
and the Meaning of Night' by Shahrnush
Parsipur Based on Gérard Genette's Theory
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Abstract

Narrative discourse analysis is one of the methods of structural analysis of stories that, by
relying on explaining and interpreting the ways of processing the surface structure of a
narrative text, paves the way for discovering the author's hidden meaning and concept. The
two stories "Woman at Point Zero" by Nawal El Saadawi and "Touba and the Meaning of
Night" by Shahrnush Parsipur have feminine language and style, and both authors have tried
to show women's perspective on society by focusing on female characters in their stories.
This article attempts to discover the structural pattern and access the hidden meaning in the
text through a comparative study of these two stories and mapping their narrative discourse
techniques. The research method is descriptive-analytical and, based on library resources and
case studies of the authors' story samples, has outlined the differences and similarities between
these two stories without considering the issue of influence and being influenced.

In conclusion, it was found that both stories, regardless of different schools of thought, share
content similarities and from a structural perspective have great potential for study from the
perspective of narrative discourse analysis. Time reversals, repetition, descriptive pause,
summary, external focalization, omniscient narrator, dual focalization, and dialogue element
are among the most important narrative techniques in these two stories. Parsipur's story is
based on the mental and spiritual turmoil of the main character, while Saadawi's story reveals
the intensity and frankness of the main character's tone and stability. Women and gender
challenges existing in a relatively similar cultural context have made both stories valuable
examples.
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