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researchers. Social, economic, and cultural transformations throughout history have
significantly altered the structure and functions of the family. In this context, films
play an undeniable role in shaping the perspectives and cognitive and behavioral
transformations of audiences, serving as an important factor in enlightening and
numbing public opinion. Accordingly, this study aims to represent the elements and
patterns dominating family portrayals in the films Soulmate (Hamnafas) by Mehdi
Fakhimzadeh, A Separation by Asghar Farhadi from the period of revitalizing
revolutionary discourse, and African Violet by Mona Zandi-Haghighi. In order to
increase the validity of the samples, interviews were conducted with professors and
directors in this field. Methodology: Given the qualitative nature of the study,
content analysis was employed as the research method. Due to page limitations, the
analysis focused on one film from three different periods: the Reform era, the period
of revitalizing revolutionary discourse, and the era of moderation and hope,
specifically covering the years 2003 to 2021. In this study, three films from the last
twenty years following the revolution— Soulmate (Hamnafas) by Mehdi
Fakhimzadeh, A Separation from the period of revitalizing revolutionary discourse,
and African Violet by Mona Zandi-Haghighi— were examined. Finding: The results
of the research indicated that themes such as reading newspapers, belief in God,
effort to maintain family unity, commitment to family, having meals together at
home, honesty, and supportive actions among family members were emphasized and
highlighted in all three films. Conclusion: Despite temporal and discursive
differences, the family is consistently portrayed in the studied films as a sacred
institution and the central pillar of social life, embodying values such as religious
faith, commitment, honesty, and mutual support. This reflects the emphasis of
Iranian cinematic culture on the importance and resilience of the family in response
to social changes.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Family, like other social institutions, has evolved over time due to economic, social,
and political changes. In Iran, traditional family functions have shifted towards modern
ones, though research is limited by scarce statistical data. Existing studies allow a general
understanding of family systems and their characteristics. Identifying an ideal family
model requires examining the cultural and artistic expressions of society, where cinema
plays a key role. Initially considered as a source of entertainment, cinema has become a
medium for conveying social messages and is now also recognized for its psychological
influence on viewers.

Iranian cinema, by creating clichés about relationships and characters, has played a
significant role in shaping public perceptions of family and familial relations, which calls
for representation and analysis. As a popular and relatively inexpensive art form, cinema
greatly influences public ideas on various issues, including family and its challenges.
Family remains an important and relevant theme in filmmaking. Since the beginning of
Iranian cinema, the portrayal of family has evolved over time, and understanding these
changes is the primary goal of this research. So far, there has been no comprehensive
study on the representation of family in Iranian cinema, making this research innovative.
Its findings can guide filmmakers who aim to strengthen families and promote moral
values. This study analyzes the dominant elements and patterns of family in the
films Soulmate (Hamnafas) by Mehdi Fakhimzadeh, A Separation by Asghar Farhadi,
and African Violet by Mona Zandi-Haghighi.

Methodology

This research is a qualitative study with practical aims and was conducted using
content analysis. Initially, the films were viewed, and an inverse questionnaire was
designed as the research tool. After collecting the data, coding, categorizing, and
extracting information were carried out. In this study, the validity of the measuring tool
(inverse questionnaire) was assessed with the help of professors and experts. Two
methods were employed for data analysis: The study first conducts a context analysis of
the social, cultural, political, and historical backgrounds of the periods when the films
were made. Then, it performs a text analysis to identify the types, functions, geography,
and characteristics of family within the Islamic revolutionary discourse, using Laclau and
Mouffe’s "event" theory and interaction theory’s "action" at the narrative level. Due to
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page limits, the analysis focuses on one film from each of three periods between 2003
and 2021: reform, revival of revolutionary discourse, and the era of moderation and hope.
The films analyzed are Soulmate (Hamnafas) (Mehdi Fakhrizadeh), A Separation
(Asghar Farhadi), and African Violet (Mona Zandi-Haghighi), aiming to explore changes
in family representation post-revolution.

Results

e Inall three films, cultural consumption remains consistent.

o Inall three films, there is an emphasis on belief in God, with a stronger emphasis
seen in African Violet.

e Inall three films, the effort to maintain and commit to family is depicted as the
most crucial aspect of family attitudes.

o Inall three films, honesty is portrayed as an ethical value, more prominently in A
Separation.

e Supportive actions among family members are observable, but more prominently
in Soulmate (Hamnafas).

o Inall three films, a middle-class family is featured as the central narrative, yet in
A Separation, both families are focal points and positioned oppositely in the
story.

Discussion and Conclusion

After examining the components of the desirable Islamic-Iranian model in family genre
films from various periods, the study explored aspects of cultural consumption, the extent
of music use and its type, leisure time measurement in family films, assessment of mental
attitudes using specified indicators, attitudes of family members towards family, food
consumption patterns and types, measurement of the prioritization of ethical values based
on defined indicators, communication actions between family members, and economic
classification of families in the selected films.

Limitations and suggestion

The research faced challenges due to the lack of clear components for analyzing the
concept of family, limiting comprehensive analyses. It primarily focused on linguistic
aspects, with a methodology developed in collaboration with guiding professors. Since
the analyses could not cover all dimensions of family in post-revolution cinema, future
studies are encouraged to enhance understanding using quantitative and qualitative
methods and new analytical frameworks.
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