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Abstract

Iran-Russia relations have historically experienced multiple fluctuations, encompassing war,
conflict, confrontation, cooperation, friendship, convergence, and divergence. In recent decades,
bilateral relations have shifted toward constructive cooperation and interaction to fulfill Tehran
and Moscow's mutual interests and objectives. This shift is evident in strategic alliances such as
their joint involvement in the Syrian war, which has significantly strengthened their political,
military, and security relations. However, statistical data indicate that economic relations
between Iran and Russia have not followed the trajectory of other areas of cooperation,
remaining at a lower-than-expected level. Officials from both countries have repeatedly
acknowledged this issue. Against this backdrop, the present study, through a diagnostic
approach, seeks to identify the reasons for the divergence in Iran-Russia economic relations.
Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology and drawing upon the theories of convergence
and divergence, the study's findings reveal that weak communication infrastructure,
marginalization of the private sector, lack of an industrial economy, weaknesses in marketing
strategies, sanctions, imbalanced geopolitical and geo-economic factors, bureaucratic structures,
competition in the energy sector, and failure to capitalize on export opportunities are the primary
factors impeding the economic convergence between the Islamic Republic of Iran and Russia.
Both countries possess significant potential in these areas.
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