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Abstract

This article focuses on the ancient text of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh from a
Jthree- dimensional perspective (literature, politics, and psychology)
because its characters can be examined from the perspective of political
psychology . The aim is to focus on literature, psychoanalytic theory based
on the narrative of personality, and reading the text with a new structuralist
focus, and to address the characteristics of heroic personality in
Shahnameh. To this end, the question is asked, "What lessons and benefits
does the application of Karen Horney's and Roland Barthes' theories in
analyzing the narrative of heroic personality and reading the text of
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh in this regard entail for strengthening and sustaining
the social, cultural, and national foundations of Iran?" And the hypothesis is
as follows; "Horney's three-type personality theory , due to its location in
the field of behavioral disorders, does not have sufficient ability to classify
the narrative of the heroic character in Shahnameh, and of its three typical
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spectrums, only one spectrum has a relative ability to classify the narrative
of the heroic character in Shahnameh. For a more in-depth study, due to
,the diversity and breadth of the narrative of the character, kings and heroes
theories such as Barthes' approach to reading things in a plural form are
needed, and based on it new moralteachings can be identified to
" strengthen the social, cultural, and national foundations of today's Iran
The method of the article is descriptive-analytical , and the required data
has been collected using a library method.
Theory Barthes' reading of the cultural-political text is pluralistic with the
interpretation of different narratives, the application of which is efficient in
describing the structure of the Shahnameh at any time and place in the
territory of Iran. Citing Karen Horney's theories in psychology and political
psychology with the aim of moral character studies of heroes, and Roland
Barthes's theories in structuralism, and paying attention to literary
characteristics and the role and nature of heroism and its connection with
Iranian issues, can be in line with the stability of national solidarity and
,identity of Iranians. In order to sustain national and cultural foundations
societies strengthen them by recognizing their identity components and
.prevent identity crises , so that national cohesion is strengthened
Examining literary texts, and especially the Shahnameh, with different
theories, enriches knowledge about Iranian issues , so that it can pave the
way for strengthening national identity and political cohesion, especially in
the storm of international events and globalization. Epic literature is an
important element of identity. In fact, This research is an interdisciplinary
study ( literature, politics, and psychology) to present a narrative of the
ancient Iranian epic in the context of political evolution in Iran.
By applying Barthes' theory in studies related to the Shahnameh, it is
possible to discuss virtues or disorders ( internal vices of characters and
; heroes ) in a relative manner, in its framework, and extract some points
although a small part of the Shahnameh can be examined in the framework
of Horney's theory ; from the three personality spectrums , the loving
personality, which is based on the doctrine of virtue in the heroic flow, can
be emphasized. However, other personalities , such as superiority-seeking
and isolation - seeking , are among the mental disorders. Also, by applying
Barthes' theory, it can be analyzed that many of the components included
in the Shahnameh result in strengthening internal cohesion and are the
. basis of the social, cultural, political, and national foundations of lranians
On this basis, Ferdowsi's model is a reproduction of the discourse of power
in a positive sense that was able to resist and transform the discrediting of



YAV sy Aalials 33 Jlaley Slacyley GsBle 4o b Oy 5 SUyss YE w8 cuws§

the Persian language by forejgners . This is possible through its expansion
into various media , artistic or epic narrativeforms and highlighting the
identity of the Persian language and geography and referring to positive
aspects such as cultural and economic Iranshahr . One of the most
important areas in the connection between Barthes's structuralist discourse
and Horney's psychological one is created through the Persian language and
its expansion.
With a deep understanding of the political situation of the time from the
perspective of the hegemony [1] of the oppressive Arabs [2] and in interaction
with the general public, Ferdowsi tried to reconstruct language as a tool for
producing a discourse of national identity or nationalism. Using the collective
oral memory and his skill in using language, he reproduced this epic and
enumerated the virtues and vices of the characters and heroes. This discourse
was so powerful that its narrative has almost always remained a pillar and
pillar of national identity. According to the theories of Horney and Barthes, it
can be said that Ferdowsi's final version of the Shahnameh had a political
nature in its time to strengthen and stabilize Iran, but its ethics and teachings
are considered the source of the continuation of Iran's movement; because
the continuation of the social and political life of societies also requires
appropriate  moral pillars. The identification of contradictory and
incongruous elements, personality puzzles, cryptic contradictions, the
author's intention and purpose, the conditions of the time, and the like, all
indicate that the goal was to revive the lost morality of the Iranians.
Strengthening the foundations of Iran's current identity is possible by
spreading moral thinking, sound thought (idea), action, and speech. A nation
without morality will fundamentally lack initiative, creativity, and innovation,
and it seems that only the moral elements introduced by positive
personalities will be able to strengthen the foundations of Iran today.

Keywords: Ferdowsi. Shahnameh. Hornay. narrative. Athlete. Barthes.
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