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Abstract

This research explores the common teachings of Molavi (Rumi) and Eckhart
regarding three essential concepts: pantheism, love, and seclusion. It is well-
established that the central theme of mysticism is "God," and mystics strive to
establish a spiritual connection between God and humankind. Molavi, the
Persian Muslim mystic of the Y Yth century, and Meister Eckhart, the Christian
mystic of the same period, both addressed this profound subject eloquently,
inviting humanity across all times and places toward God through a
transhistorical and trans geographical perspective. However, the relative
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obscurity surrounding Eckhart stems from his condemnation by the Church,
which accused him of heretical statements, particularly concerning pantheism,
leading to the confiscation of his works.

On the other hand, the foundation of all mystical schools—whether Islamic or
Christian—is pantheism. Both Molavi and Eckhart emphasized this concept,
and scholars widely regard them as pantheistic mystics. Undoubtedly, mystics
connect with God through their hearts, attain unity through love, and view
detachment from others and the practice of seclusion as a pathway to fostering
divine love.

This study, based on a descriptive-analytical method, investigates the mystical
concepts of pantheism, love, and seclusion in Molavi’s poetry and Eckhart’s
thoughts, presenting their most significant shared teachings.

Keywords: Pantheism, Love, Seclusion, Molavi, Eckhart

Extended Abstract

The fundamental theme of mysticism is "God," and mystics strive to establish
a spiritual connection between God and humankind. Molavi, the Persian
Muslim mystic of the ) Yth century, and Meister Eckhart, the Christian mystic
of the same period, were nearly contemporaries. Both sought to address this
profound subject in an eloquent manner, inviting humanity across all times
and places toward God through a transhistorical and trans-geographical
perspective.

On the other hand, pantheism serves as the foundation of all mystical schools,
whether Islamic or Christian. Both Molavi and Eckhart emphasized this
concept, and scholars widely regard them as pantheistic mystics. Mystics
experience God through the heart, attain unity through love, and view
detachment from worldly affairs and seclusion as a means of fostering divine
love.

This study aims to examine the mystical concepts of pantheism, love, and
seclusion from the perspective of these two esteemed mystics. The findings
suggest that their mystical essence outweighs their philosophical inclinations.
The titles "Molavi" (for Jalal al-Din Muhammad Balkhi) and "Meister" (for
Eckhart) further reinforce their status as spiritual guides, similar to the concept
of a Sheikh or master in Christian mysticism. In essence, Molavi and Eckhart
serve as the luminous voices of mysticism, which focuses on understanding
various dimensions of human existence and achieving divine and universal
knowledge through self-awareness. Listening to their teachings may provide
meaningful insights for the modern world.

Keywords: Pantheism, Love, Seclusion, Molavi, Eckhart
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The statistical population and sample size of the works under consideration in
this study (Molavi’s work and Eckhart’s work) are as follows:

The complete text of the six books of Masnavi Ma’navi by Molavi, based on
the corrected edition by Reynold Nicholson, and the complete text of the
Parisian Questions by Meister Eckhart, originally in German, with this study
using the English translation of the book. (MASTER ECKHART, PARISIAN
QUESTIONS AND PROLOGUES, Translated with an Introduction and
Notes by ARMAND A. MAURER, C.S.B., PONTIFICAL INSTITUTE OF
MEDIAEVAL STUDIES, TORONTO, CANADA)

This study follows a descriptive-analytical method, utilizing library-based
resources. The research focuses on textual units such as words, phrases,
verses, and expressions, treating them as "data" to be analyzed. After
thoroughly examining these data, their scope and contextual boundaries are
determined. The shared mystical teachings of Molavi and Eckhart regarding
pantheism, love, and seclusion are then interpreted and categorized.

Findings indicate that pantheism forms the core of all mystical traditions, and
mystics throughout history have sought to maintain the divine connection
between God and humanity. As a key concept in theoretical mysticism,
pantheism holds significant importance in both Eastern and Western mystical
traditions. While its interpretations vary widely—and sometimes contradict
each other—scholars generally agree that both Molavi and Eckhart belong to
the pantheistic school of thought, regarding existence as a unified whole.

The simplest definition of it is as follows: God is everything, and everything is
God. God is the whole, and the whole is God. God is the world, and the world
is God. Existence is one, and that one is only God, while all else is merely
manifestations and reflections of that sacred existence.

Pantheism and related concepts such as non-existence, non-existence within
existence, annihilation, detachment, devotion, severance, renunciation, non-
attachment, cutting worldly ties, and abandonment are often placed within the
same semantic category. Since it requires a language beyond philosophy and
rational thought and belongs to the realm of "the science of secrets,” mystics
sometimes encounter paradoxical expressions when attempting to explain it.
These two great mystics, too, are no exception to this rule.

Conversely, the mystic perceives themselves as nothing in the face of God's
greatness. The essence of this notion is that existence is exclusive to God, and
everything beyond Him is merely His manifestation and reflection. In other
words, God is absolute existence.
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Based on this definition, it can be said that the intensity and perfection of His
being lead to a "love™ for manifestation and appearance. Likewise, when
humans attain knowledge of God, they develop "love" for Him. In reality, the
God of religions is a God who can be loved and with whom one can find
intimacy—the very God who bestows both blessings and trials upon His
servants.

The God of mystics is a beloved and cherished one. Molavi and Eckhart
believe that “Whoever is parted from their own source, Will long to return to
the union's course”. In other words, human beings were initially united with
God, but for certain reasons, they became separated from this primordial unity
and the realm of meaning. This separation led to numerous spiritual and
psychological afflictions:

Since they cut me from the reed bed,

My cries have made both men and women shed.

To heal this wound and return to one's true origin, one must attain knowledge
and recognition of God. This awareness is only achieved through the arduous
and indescribable path of love for the supreme truth—God:

Whatever I speak to unveil love’s art,

When love appears, words fall apart.

Loving God means directing one’s entire attention toward Him, sometimes
even withdrawing from oneself and from creation. In the language of mystics,
this is referred to as “embracing seclusion”.

Seclusion, the act of withdrawing from conversation, seeking solitude, and
embracing detachment and isolation, allows one to constantly remember the
eternal and everlasting Beloved by stepping away from humanity and
retreating to a quiet corner. Various mystical texts offer numerous definitions
of seclusion, all sharing the belief that cutting ties with creation is a path to
God.

Ultimately, the profound mystical concepts of pantheism, love, and seclusion
are deeply intertwined and inseparable. The appeal of exploring the shared
teachings of Molavi and Eckhart lies in their many commonalities, which
enable a transhistorical and trans-geographical dialogue. Both are pantheistic
mystics, yet love resonates far more powerfully in Rumi’s vision, while
Eckhart regards detachment—seclusion and disconnection—as the highest
virtue. Rumi and Eckhart are eloquent voices of mysticism, and heeding their
precious teachings can provide a meaningful guide for living better amidst the
alienation of the present age.
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