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Abstract

Narrative literature is an important part of literary works. Among
this type of literature there are prominent stories that carry the color
of struggle in an Arabic literary dialect against colonialism. Among
these works, we can mention the novel “The Sailor’s Tale” by the
Syrian novelist Hanna Mina, which became a successful novel in
the field of fiction due to the eftective and appropriate use of
fictional elements, and became the subject of interest for its
inclusion of characters, the author’s methods of expression, the
subject, the story scene, and the commitment to the truth of reality,
the subject, the point of view or angle of vision, the symbol, the
design, the tone, and so on. This article attempts to re-read the
aforementioned novel and to get to know it from a narrative
perspective by analyzing its narrative elements based on the

descriptive analytical approach. It also attempts to highlight new



aspects of Hanna Mina’s art in the field of novel writing. The
research results showed that the narrative and structural elements in
the novel “The Tale of a Sailor” had a conflicting function, which
means that the novelist used both the element of the internal and
external angle of view, the method of direct or indirect description
of the novel’s characters, external dialogue, internal symbolic and
dramatic dialogue, such that the employment of these elements and
expressive structures made the novel restricted in time and space;
The language and descriptive expressions that govern the
aforementioned novel indicate that the style of the novel is closer to
the socialist realist style, which in fact presents the novelist’s point
of view and network of ideas.
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