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Evaluating the socio-economic performance of villages in order to
develop rural settlements. Case study: Villages in the central part of
Bakharz County

Abstract

In the present era, every organization needs accurate performance evaluation for the efficiency
and effectiveness of its activities. Considering that the rural districts, as one of the modern
management institutions, have been established for about 2 decades to manage the affairs of
the country's villages. Therefore, the present article aims to evaluate the socio-economic
performance of the rural districts in order to develop rural settlements in the central part of
Bakherz County. The present study is applied in terms of its purpose and descriptive-analytical
in terms of its method. The research tool was a questionnaire in line with the research
hypotheses, whose validity was confirmed through the Delphi technique and its reliability using
the Cronbach's alpha coefficient for all the dimensions under study. The statistical population
of the research included 25 villages with rural districts, which according to the Cochran formula
should have been selected as a sample of 24 villages, but all 25 villages with a total of 5445
households were selected, and 359 questionnaires were completed by household heads. In order
to evaluate the performance of the rural communes, 13 items were examined and analyzed in
the economic dimension and 11 items in the social dimension. The findings of the study
indicate that in the economic dimension, the item of women's participation in economic
activities and in the social dimension, the item of holding cultural-religious ceremonies had the
greatest impact on the development of the villages under study. The results of the study also
show that there is a significant relationship between the performance of the rural communes
and the economic and social status of the villages, and according to the Friedman test, the
performance of the rural communes had the greatest impact on the social and then economic
status of rural settlements.

Keywords: Evaluation of rural commune performance, rural development, rural settlements,
Bakherz County
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