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Evaluation of the Legitimacy Theory in the Constitutional Law of the
Constitutional Revolution

Abstract

Legitimacy theories describe and analyze how a system of governance becomes
deserving, accompanied by the acceptance and consent of its citizens. These
theories explain how a crisis in the legitimacy of a political system can lead to
transformation and alteration of governance. From this perspective, the
Constitutional Revolution in Iran signifies a crisis regarding the legitimacy of
absolute rule and the Qajar monarchy. The fundamental question of this article is:
What was the legitimacy theory that the Iranian constitutionalists relied upon to
establish a new political system? An examination of the constitutional law and its
amendments demonstrates that legitimacy in the constitutional governance system



in Iran aligns with legal and democratic legitimacy theories due to its emphasis on
the rule of law and the will of the nation. Although the recognition of absolute
sovereignty also validates traditional legitimacy within the framework of legal
legitimacy.

Keywords: Constitutional Revolution, Constitutional Law, Legal Legitimacy,
Traditional Legitimacy, Democratic Legitimacy.
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