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Abstract

The meaning of life is one of the most important religious, philosophical
and psychological issues. The lack of meaning in life leads to confusion.
Understanding of purposefulness and having a rational mind is essential to
make life meaningful, and the meaning of life is a reflection of valuable
goals. The present article has studied the concept of life in Saadi's thought in
his two books, Golestan and Bustan, by descriptive-analytical method. The
results of the research show that Saadi, in terms of personality and psyche,
is a moderate human being with a tendency towards Islamic ethics that has
not entered the circle of unreasonable prejudice and irrational asceticism in
order to expand his beliefs, and does not postpone the validity of life to the
Hereafter (afterlife). Pessimism about the creation and universe is not
compatible with the philosophy of Islam (monotheism); based on the
concept of worldliness and otherworldliness, Saadi considers life to have
different functions, validity and value.

Keywords: Educational literature, meaning of life, Islamic ethics,
Bustan, Saadi, Golestan.
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