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Article Info ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:

This study conducts a comparative analysis of Avicenna’s views on the
Research Article  concept of ‘love’ (‘ishq), seeking to explain the two seemingly contradictory
accounts presented in his Canon of Medicine and Pointers and Reminders.
The central question is how love can be described in one text as a disease
akin to melancholy, while in the other, it is portrayed as a chaste state that
refines the soul. Employing an analytical-documentary method, the research
draws upon Avicenna's primary texts as well as later commentaries and
Received: interpretations .
The findings indicate that the key to resolving this apparent contradiction

09/11/2024 lies in the fundamental distinction between true love and metaphorical love,
Accepted: and further, in dividing metaphorical love into its animalistic and psychic

subtypes. The discussion in the Canon pertains to instances of animalistic,
19/04/2025 metaphorical love, treatable as a psychosomatic ailment. In contrast, the

Pointers deals with psychic, metaphorical love, which can act as a catalyst
for spiritual purification and epistemic ascent. This conclusion underscores
the necessity of considering the context and purpose of each work for a more
precise understanding of Avicenna’s thought.
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