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Sheikh Ahmed Torbati (Sultan al-Ulama), Ruh al-Quds newspaper and its role in the discourse of tradition,
modernity and the constitutional movement

abstract

The constitutional revolution began at the end of the Qajar era as a movement to overthrow the authoritarian
system and establish democracy and reached its peak with the issuance of the constitutional decree. The
approval of the first constitution and the formation of the National Assembly are among the key achievements of
this revolution. Meanwhile, the role of scholars and intellectuals in providing the necessary grounds for the
formation and advancement of this movement was very prominent. One of the influential figures of this era was
Sheikh Ahmed Torbati, known as Sultan al-Ulama. As one of the supporters of the constitution, after the victory
of this movement, he published the newspaper "Ruh al-Quds" in Tehran. His critical writings against the Shah
and the court led to the seizure of the newspaper and his trial. After the military attack on the Majlis, Sheikh
Ahmed Torbati defended the constitution but was eventually arrested and killed.

Iran's entry into the new era and the creation of a deep gap between tradition and modernity, which was
accompanied by foreign failures and the expansion of colonialism, provided a basis for the emergence of
widespread conflicts. Tradition and modernity, which are essentially in conflict with each other, caused the
institution of the clergy to be affected by this conflict. The clergy, which had a religious and religious role until
then, faced new issues and challenges that had a non-religious aspect and targeted the principle of religion and
traditional beliefs. This conflict intensified with the arrival of modernity and the inability of Iranians to respond
appropriately to new crises. The Constitutional Revolution is considered as the turning point of Iran's entry into
this period of conflict between modernity and tradition, which led to the creation of deep divisions among
political forces, including the clergy. This article examines the content of "Ruh al-Quds" newspaper with the
approach of discourse analysis, its role in promoting the concepts of constitutionalism and criticism of tyranny,
as well as its relationship with tradition and modernity. The results show that this newspaper, by using religious
language and political literature, was able to provide social and intellectual grounds for dealing with tyranny and
establishing constitutionalism.

Keywords: Sheikh Ahmad Torbati (Sultan Ulama), Holy Spirit, press, constitution, tradition, modernity
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