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From Conflict to Synergy: Analyzing the Role of Trust and Culture in Social Participation
and the Effectiveness of Economic Policies

Fatemeh sorkhedehi®®

abstract

This research examines the role of informal institutions, especially culture and public trust, in the
effectiveness of economic policies and the efficiency of formal institutions in achieving economic
development. The main research question is how the interaction between the institutions of culture, trust
and official institutions affects social participation and the results of economic policies.

The results of the research show that in cases where official institutions and public culture work in a
convergent and complementary way, policies are implemented more successfully, and this leads to an
increase in social capital and economic cohesion. Inequality, ethnicity, corruption, media and economic and
political shocks lead to mistrust, reduction of social participation and inefficiency of policies. An overview
of the interaction between culture and official institutions and its effects on trust and collective participation
in Iran shows. Economic and political shocks and diverse interactions between culture and official
institutions have had adverse effects on social capital and public trust in some periods. Giving priority to
maintaining trust and social participation in policy making, managing social conflicts, using new
technologies, educational system and media for the convergence of official institutions and culture to
strengthen social capital and public trust and the convergence of culture and official institutions in the path
of development and social cohesion It will be effective.

Key words: cultural institution, generalized trust, formal institutions, social participation, economic
development.
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