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independence with regard to the mediator role of professional
performance
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Abstract

The auditing profession, due to the nature of its services, enjoys a unique level of credibility
and trust. The continuity and enhancement of this credibility depend on the intellectual and
practical commitment of its members to behavioral and ethical standards. The occurrence of
unethical behaviors can directly and indirectly undermine the independence of auditors. This
study aimed to explore the role of authenticity in behavior and adherence to professional
ethics in auditor independence, with a focus on the mediating role of professional
performance. The present research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-survey in
terms of data collection methodology. Data were collected through standardized
questionnaires. The statistical population included all auditors working in the Audit
Organization and private sector firms in 2024, from which a sample of 395 individuals was
selected using Cochran's formula. The results of data analysis revealed that authenticity in
behavior and professional ethics have a positive and significant impact on auditor
independence. Additionally, professional performance, as a mediating variable, plays a
partial role in this relationship. These findings emphasize the importance of strengthening
professional ethics and behavioral authenticity in maintaining auditor independence and can
serve as a guide for policymakers and auditing profession managers to improve the
performance and credibility of the profession.

Keywords:Authenticity in behavior, adherence to professional ethics, auditor independence,
professional performance.
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